
  

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hickory was held in the Council Chamber of the 
Municipal Building on Tuesday, April 7, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
 
                                                                           Hank Guess   

Tony Wood   Anthony Freeman 
Charlotte C. Williams               Aldermen Arnita M. Dula  
Danny Seaver  Jill Patton  

 
A quorum was present.   
 
Also present were City Manager Warren Wood, Deputy City Manager Rodney Miller, Assistant City 
Manager Steve Miller, Assistant City Manager Yaidee Fox, Attorney Terry Taylor, Deputy City Clerk Crystal 
B. Mundy and City Clerk Debbie D. Miller   
 
I. Mayor Guess called the meeting to order.  All Council members were present. 
 
II. Invocation by Reverend Amanda Sowards, Chief Executive Officer of Greater Hickory Cooperative 

Christian Ministry 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
IV. Special Presentations 
 

A. Presentation of a Proclamation for Line Worker Appreciation Day to Duke Energy 
Representatives.   

 
Mayor Guess asked Duke Energy Representatives to the podium; no one was in 
attendance.  He read the Proclamation for Line Worker Appreciation Day.   

 
B. Presentation of a Proclamation for Fair Housing Month to Catawba Valley Association of 

Realtors, President Natalie Armstrong and Realtor Tami Fox.  
 

Mayor Guess asked Catawba Valley Association of Realtors, President Natalie Armstrong 
and Realtor Tami Fox to the podium.  He commented that it was no secret to those in the 
audience that housing, and particularly affordable housing and fair housing, were 
something that was on all of their hearts and minds, and they were certainly all working 
hard. He knew that the realtors worked diligently to make sure that those houses were 
available. They appreciated what they did every day.  He read and presented the 
Proclamation for Fair Housing Month. Photos were taken.  

 
C. Presentation of a Proclamation for National Public Safety Telecommunications Week to 

Hickory Police Department Telecommunicators.  
 

Mayor Guess advised the next proclamation was for a group of people who were very, very 
special and dear to their hearts. They do not get a lot of recognition, and they do not require 
a lot of recognition, but just like when the electricity goes out, if you need help, you want 
somebody on the other end of that phone call to be somebody that knows exactly what it 
is that you were going through and to be able to get you help very quickly. They have some 
very, very professional telecommunicators that work at the police department, and they 
would like to recognize them. It was National Public Safety Telecommunications Week as 
well. He asked Hickory Police Department Captain Justin Levey, Supervisor of 
Telecommunications Summer Andrews, and Telecommunicator Jennifer Elliott to the 
podium.  Obviously there were only two of them present.  Captain Levy was in charge of 
the Support Services Division, and he supervised the entire division. These ladies, and 
there were some gentlemen there as well, he did not want to leave them out, traditionally, 
most of them were females, they answer the phones and dispatch the officers. A lot of 
times the officer's lifeline was these ladies and the folks that work in their 
telecommunications center. He wanted to thank them and recognize them for what they 
do. Obviously they work 24/7, 365. Unlike some people, they do not even get off for 
Christmas. They work all the time. They certainly do appreciate all the hard work that they 
do, and they wanted to recognize them with this proclamation as well. He read and 
presented the Proclamation for National Public Safety Telecommunications Week.  He 
thanked them on behalf of the City Council and the community.  Photos were taken.    

 
V. Persons Requesting to Be Heard 
  

A. Mr. Sherrill Watkins, 7018 Tallent Court, Sherrills Ford, enjoyed hearing the comments 
recognizing the public employees of the City of Hickory for the wonderful jobs they do. He 
wanted to thank the City of Hickory, last year he was allowed to attend the City of Hickory 
public information program, a series of courses where public citizens could visit the police, 
and fire departments, water processing, wastewater treatment plants, etc. He took that 
course about a year ago and was overwhelmed by the information he received from it. It 
was amazing.  He encouraged everyone to please continue that program. He could say 
that because he was a previous employee of the City of Richmond, Virginia, for 8 years, 
and he worked for the State of Virginia for 30 years as a specifications engineer. He was 
currently retired.  However, he clarified he was not a resident of the City of Hickory, but he 
lived in Catawba County in the Sherrills Ford Mountain Creek Township area.  The City of 
Hickory was one of his most favorite cities in the entire United States. He visits it several 
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times during the week.  He tries to stay in touch with what is going on here. His first question 
was a minor point, and maybe someone could answer it or not.  He was kind of a history 
buff, and from looking through history books of the City of Hickory, the square area showed, 
in older history books, it showed a marble obelisk monument with brass plaques on the 
side of it.  It had disappeared. Maybe they knew what happened to it.  

 
Mayor Guess asked if it was talking about the polio monument.   
 
Mr. Watkins advised that he went to the Patrick Beaver Library and asked the people there.  
The staff in the history section were completely dumbfounded. They had no knowledge of 
this. As a matter of fact, they did not even know it was there. They had nothing in their 
records showing it was there. He thought it had been there for 100 years.  
 
Mayor Guess advised it was at the Miracle of Hickory Park, and it was the polio monument 
that he was talking about. Was that correct?  
 
Mr. Watkins did not know.  It was a marble, a white marble obelisk.  It was not that sign up 
on 321, he was talking about.  
 
Mayor Guess advised no it was different.  
 
Mr. Watkins thought that it should go into the library about that monument. He would like 
for it to be put back.  It was a beautiful marble monument. It should be put back; it had 
historical significance.  His main reason for attending was he wanted to encourage them 
to seriously consider this Catawba County City and County School consolidation question. 
He thought that it was definitely a step in the right direction.  North Carolina, as you know, 
has 100 counties. Of those 100 counties, a very small number have more than one public 
school system. Unfortunately, Catawba County has 3 school systems in it. Ladies and 
gentlemen, in this day and age of information technology and considering the amazing 
advances that have occurred over the last year and 20 years, particularly in information 
technology, they do not need two extra layers of superfluous bureaucracy in Catawba 
County.  That was a drain on the resources of Catawba County. That money could be paid 
for that duplicity, could be put into better services. If anything, it could be used to raise the 
public-school teachers' salaries.  
 
Deputy City Clerk Crystal Mundy called three minutes.   
 
Mayor Guess moved, seconded by Alderman Wood to allow Mr. Watkins additional time to 
be heard.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Mr. Watkins thanked the Mayor.  He appreciated him and the Council's patience on this 
matter.  He pointed out that what they were talking about here had absolutely nothing to 
do with academics. Academics was not a part of; a question was not raised in this school 
consolidation issue. What they were talking about was superfluous bureaucracy. Mr. 
Watkins appreciated their patience and wished them a good evening.  
 

  Mayor Guess thanked Mr. Watkins.  
 

B. Ms. Janice Godwin, 50 22nd Avenue NW, Hickory, in the Viewmont area of Hickory. She 
moved here a year ago from Little Switzerland. She was a successful realtor there for 30 
years, and she told them her last time presenting her tagline from Little Switzerland was, 
“Little Switzerland, a wonderful place to visit and wouldn't you love to live here.”  She 
mentioned she could not say that about Hickory. She explained why. This time she brought 
some pictures.  She thought she had enough for everybody but did not.  She wanted them 
to know she had some pictures to show them of what she had to look at for over a year. 
That was the destruction that was done to the property where the Murphy Oil and the 
Whataburger were on the road, but mainly the Murphy Oil. What they did was they tore 
down trees, beautiful trees, and put a big culvert in, and pushed the trash and the garbage 
down towards her property.  There was an easement along the right-hand side of her 
property, and being a realtor, she saw the signs, she read the deed, she researched 
everything on the property, and she knew there was an easement and she knew there was 
a fence. Unfortunately, the people who own the property on the other side of the fence do 
not care about the property on the other side of the fence because they do not have to look 
at it. And the first letter she wrote was to the owner of the Colonnade asking if they could 
meet and have a meeting of the minds to clean it up. He told her he was not going to do 
anything about it; she could do whatever she wanted to do. Since then, she had worked it 
out with his yard guys.  The yard guys came over because she asked them, and she had 
her camera taking pictures of them. They came over and sprayed the weeds. There were 
two other property owners, the old ABC building, and then the Oriental Restaurant that was 
there. None of them even think about the property on the other side of the fence. She would 
like them to give her the property, and she would take care of it,  because they do not.  She 
discussed the open culvert.  After her meeting here, she made two phone calls. She called 
the Jewelry Exchange and asked to speak to the owners, and they were not available, they 
never were. A young lady told her she was their property manager. She addressed the 
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homeless man. She commented that the head of the police department, the gentleman she 
met last week, took care of everything.  The zoning got the homeless man out. The police 
officer called her and followed up with her the next day and told her what he had done. He 
had contacted the owners of that property. It was now posted, no trespassing, that that 
individual man has been told to stay away and not bother anybody, especially her.  

 
Deputy City Clerk Crystal Mundy called three minutes.   
 
Mayor Guess moved, seconded by Alderman Wood to allow Ms. Godwin to continue.  The 
motion carried unanimously.    
 

  Ms. Godwin appreciated it and advised she would be short. This was the last time she 
would be here, and they would know why. She advised that she needed to address the 
homeless man and how that was handled, and she would really like to address that open 
culvert.  She told her that that had been taken care of, that the contractor had done it and 
it was up to City standards. She had pictures of it and was going to show their engineering 
gentlemen.  They lifted it up and put 4 bricks under it to lift it up. She had pictures of it.  If 
that was City engineering, what turnip truck did she fall off of? Mr. Richardson was a 
different story. He was worse. She communicated with him the day after her meeting here, 
March 17th, and very politely said it had been a year, what are you going to do?  She 
advised she had done a lot of things with developers in her history. They were pillagers of 
the land. In her history in Little Switzerland, she had saved 3 tracts of land. The first one 
was a 25-acre tract that adjoined the Blue Ridge Parkway. It had headwaters from Crabtree 
Creek on it.  She had it listed for $275,000, 22-acres. Compute that per acre. She kept the 
developer from developing it, although he made a full price offer, and she again contacted 
the Conservation Trust of North Carolina and was able to procure that land and sold it to 
the Conservation Trust of North Carolina. The owner agreed to go along with that instead 
of a developer. Today that land was in the Blue Ridge Parkway, protected, never to be 
developed. When they ride on the Blue Ridge Parkway along that section, they do not see 
little cabins and trees cut down. They see greenery. The second tract that she saved was 
an 18-acre tract along the Blue Ridge Parkway right across the street from the Big Lynn 
Lodge at Lynn Gap. She knew that 18-acre tract, the Over-the-Mountain Men that came 
through their area, came through Spruce Pine and Little Switzerland, where the Over-the-
Mountain Men came up to Gillespie Gap and divided forces. They had a trader in their 
group, and they said one half went to Lynn Gap and walked right through these 18 acres.  
Right through it, and she knew it. That property today was a trailhead, a trailhead from 
Gillespie Gap at the Minerals Museum and National Park, a trailhead all the way up to Lynn 
Gap at the Big Lynn Lodge Preserve and in the Blue Ridge Parkway. The third tract that 
she saved, she was saying I did it. She did it. Her company was the listing agent on all 3 
of these tracts of land.  Sure, she worked as a dual agent, but she worked for conservation. 
The 3rd tract was a 15-acre tract at the entrance to Bear Den Campground right on the 
parkway. Honeycutt Creek, if they were familiar with Honeycutt Creek, there were 
waterfalls and that feeds to the Catawba River where they get their water. That property 
was saved and was now in the Blue Ridge Parkway, and Timberline Properties did it.  She 
was awarded by the Governor as a Preserver of the Blue Ridge Parkway, and she has that 
certificate that she proudly hangs in her office along with her license. To her, that was the 
most significant thing that she had done as a realtor, because when they drive through 
Little Switzerland, they see greenery. They do not see billboards; they do not see cabins 
and junkie houses. They see green. And that was her legacy.   She did not like developers.   
They pillage the land, cut down all the trees. Now all their new developments here, they 
came in and cut all the trees. All the trees and they plant little ones back. This developer 
behind, she emailed him after the meeting, and he kept putting her off and now he tells her 
he had 90 days before he had to start planning anything. She sent him back an email 
before she came here that said, “are you going to put a fence up?” All her neighbors were 
asking her about it. They let her come here and speak. Some of them say, "Well, I'm going 
to go with you." She was here because she cared. She picked up trash. When she called 
the lady at Colonnade and said, the garbage from your garbage was blowing by the fence 
and coming on her property. They were not going to pick it up." When she started 
Timberline Properties, she signed up to pick up not 3 miles of property, but 3 miles in 
Mitchell County and 3 miles in McDowell County to pick up trash along the road.  She had 
to hire people to help her because in the mountains on a 2-lane road, you had to have 
somebody to tell you what traffic was coming and what traffic was coming behind you, so 
you do not get run over on a 2-lane road. 

 
  Mayor Guess asked Ms. Miss Godwin to conclude her comments.  
 
  Ms. Godwin knew what picking up trash was; she had done it.  She had paid her dues.  

She picked up other people's trash. She was not going to do it here over rip rock and trash 
and trees falling down. She should not be responsible for looking at this mess that she had 
to look at. She was going to ask each of them if they knew where Viewmont was. They 
knew where 22nd Avenue, the divine ice cream place was, that loud carwash was there.  
Drive behind Murphy Oil, there was a little road, drive behind it, they would see her house 
plainly. And they tell her if they would like to look at that from their house. Here was another 
point, this was her last point. Here was an approved community grant for $7,500 to do 
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property on 4th Street. It said a designated area; she did not know what areas were 
designated.  It was probably in that uppity area of 4th, 5th, 6th, and 8th, all up there. She 
had a friend who lived there, and an ex-friend who lived there.   Viewmont was not in there.  
No one had said maybe there would be a grant that could help her and her neighbors. 
Nobody had ever suggested that.  She would not come back.  She appreciated the time 
they had given her to let them know what she had to deal with. The reason she was so 
passionate about it was her background, but she sold her forever home in Little Switzerland 
where her husband grew up, and she sold it because she could not sell real estate because 
of Hurricane Helene. They still could not sell it up there. She had a disabled son who was 
60 years old. He was paralyzed on the right-hand side, and he lived in a house that she 
still provided him. He now has stage 4 prostate cancer.  She had to sell her house. This all 
came up after she left. She had to sell her house. What do you think she was going to get 
for it? She guaranteed them she would not get the $350-some thousand she paid for it.  
She guaranteed them.  The last thing was that words were mightier than the sword. The 
pen was mightier than the sword. There were plenty of other people besides her.  She was 
not going to sue anybody.  She was not going to call Channel 9 Eyewitness News, and she 
was not going to call some of these people that love to trash Hickory. She was going to let 
them do it. She was not, but she would sure tell them about it. She was sorry, but as a 
realtor, she had to do a lot of things.  She had protected land.  She had been a property 
manager, but she had never treated anyone the way that people have treated her, 
especially these businessmen.   

 
  Mayor Guess thanked Ms. Godwin for her comments.  
 

C. Mr. Liam Bailey, Executive Director at the Hickory Music Factory, he advised he lives at 
1058 25th Avenue Drive Northwest in Viewmont.  He was speaking tonight as an advocate 
for arts and culture support on behalf of Arts Culture Catawba, the local arts agency serving 
Catawba County.  He wanted to take a minute to tell a story about Tom McGuire. This was 
a gentleman who introduced himself to him at one of their open mic community monthly 
events at the Premiere. These curated evenings draw about 200 to 300 people every 
month when they have them. He was so impressed with what the kids were doing and with 
the international program that they had presented that evening, that he wrote him a check 
for $1,000 and said he just wanted to support the school with his wife.  A few months later, 
he showed up again, and he said he was following some of the students he saw on the 
stage. He wanted to scholarship them into a camp that they could not otherwise afford, so 
he sponsored 2 students. A month later, he bought a beautiful instrument for a student that 
could not afford their upgrade, and he had been in contact with him ever since to help in 
any way that he could.  He had countless stories like this, but now Tom served on their 
board, and he was among other things, in charge of garnering support and mainly 
corporate support for their Music for All program for free group music-making programs for 
the underserved. A lot of these students go on to perform at the very open mic where he 
met Tom.  They have a lot of stories about people who were moved by these programs 
and do what they can to support them. He just wanted to say, and include that research 
backed this up, low-income students who were involved in the arts throughout 4 years of 
high school were 5 times less likely to drop out and twice as likely to earn a college degree. 
It was a powerful reminder that arts education was not extra, it was essential. This was 
something he got to see. A lot of people do not get to see this. It was in front of him every 
day, so he was pretty passionate about it. They get a lot of support from the Arts Culture 
Catawba.  They wanted to make sure that what they did was recognized. Here in Catawba 
County, their schools benefited when students had access to creative opportunities that 
support academic success and personal growth. The arts help students find their voice, 
build discipline, and stay motivated. He simply wanted to say thank you for their support of 
arts and culture in their schools and for recognizing the role arts play in helping students 
thrive. Their support truly makes a difference for their young people in the community.  If 
they had any questions about the impact of the arts on the community, he encouraged 
them to reach out to Arts Culture Catawba or himself. He also wanted to invite the 
gentleman who was asking about the polio monument that was 15 feet from his desk at 
the Music Factory, sir, if you want to come by anytime and check it out, it was right there. 
It was in good shape. It was beautiful. Come to the Hickory Music Factory he could see it 
there. He thanked Council for their time.  
 
Mayor Guess thanked Mr. Bailey.   
 

D. Ms. Leanna Bodnar, 2705 North Center Street, Hickory, in Viewmont, advised she was 
also present on behalf of Arts Culture Catawba as the Executive Director of Hickory Ballet 
and Performing Arts. They were a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose mission was to 
inspire and empower the community through classical ballet and the related arts. They 
mostly do this through classes, training, these things, and they have an extensive outreach 
program. She would like to tell them about one of her students who was now a graduating 
senior.  Autumn came to her back in 2021, a little shell-shocked, just coming out of COVID, 
very shy, barely wanted to be seen or noticed or heard. She came in with all these bangs 
covering her face, and yet she showed up day after day, week after week, month after 
month. She came to class, and she would be like, "Hi, Autumn," and maybe she would get 
a nod or a little finger flick, but not a lot of communication. She was like, "Gosh, does she 
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want to be here? Why is she here?" But she kept showing up.  Inevitably, that moment 
happened, because when you were diligent and when you rehearse, you accomplished 
something. About 8 months later, she had that glorious breakthrough moment where she 
was like, "Autumn, you did it! Did you feel that?" And she rolled her shoulders back and 
her smile lit up the room. And the next day, that same girl that used to walk in with all the 
hair covering her face had a single barrette and all of her bangs pulled back. Let me tell 
you, that was the beginning.  She just blossomed from there. From there, she went on to 
taking more and more classes. She played leading roles in their musicals. She played 
leading roles in their ballets. She had a leadership position in their National Honor Society 
for Dance Arts chapter that they host.  She became a well-respected teacher assistant, 
and now she was going off to Virginia Commonwealth University as a double major in art 
and business marketing. That was the power of arts education. It was to learn that they 
belonged in the room. It was learning through hard work and dedication that they could 
have self-confidence because they did the work. She was showing up, this little girl from 
Hickory who could barely say hello, who was now leading children younger than her, 
leading her peers through honor society, going on to college.  That was powerful. That was 
powerful work. They were so grateful, Arts Culture Catawba was so grateful, for their 
support, for creating spaces and time to create these opportunities. Without the time and 
without the space, they could not do it. But they have a lot of time and space for that in 
their community, and it was powerful.   It was changing lives. They were very grateful for 
their continued support of arts education in their community. Thank you. 
 

E. Ms. Kimberly Turk, 2436 29th Avenue Court NE, Hickory, advised that she was back again 
about the water. It got dirty for several days.  She knew that the hydrants were on. She 
mentioned that she taught about upwellings, so she knew what happens in the spring. She 
had lived here for 25 years, and for the first 20 years she lived here, this was not an annual 
issue. It had only been in the last few years that once or twice a year her water turned 
brown. It was not for a few hours.  It was for a couple of days. It was for all of her neighbors. 
She had to dump out all the ice. She had neighbors whose clothes had turned brown. It 
was a recurring issue, and it was something she thought if they were wanting to make 
people feel better about it, it needs to be tested at the taps.  She knew it was coming out 
of the water system great, but she also knew that there was a long way between the water 
system and their houses and they should not be having to deal with this a couple of times 
a day. She also wanted to pony off the last two folks. She taught across the hall from a 
couple of fabulous art instructors. Because of the increase in costs of utilities and diesel, 
money that the County provides to the public schools, which had helped them keep their 
ratios for 1 teacher to 26 students, were no longer going to be able to be used to that effect 
anymore, and they were going to have to go to a 1 teacher to a 29 student ratio next year 
because they do not have enough County money to keep supplementing. That does mean 
they were going to have a loss of positions at her high school, and she was sure other 
schools were going to have the same thing. She commented that sports keep a lot of kids 
in school. Sports were well-funded at a lot of schools. Arts kept even more kids in school, 
and arts was not nearly as well-funded.  Invest in the arts. This was where a lot of kids 
found themselves, and the arts definitely helped save a lot of kids. Thank you. 
 
Mayor Guess thanked Ms. Turk. 
 
City Manager Warren Wood asked Public Utilities Director Will Hamblin to speak with Ms. 
Turk about water testing.  

 
F. Ms. Christopher McDonald, 1324 6th Street NW, Hickory, owned the house for 22 years.  

He wished to address the issue of closing the alleyway at the end of 13th Avenue Place 
NW.  It was quite simple. The 4 property owners were trying to close the alleyway.  

 
Mayor Guess interrupted Mr. McDonald and advised him they were getting ready to have 
a public hearing regarding that. If that was what he wanted to speak about he could reserve 
his comments to be able to speak and address that during the public hearing.   
 

G. Mr. Bob Post, 1006 12th Avenue NW, Hickory, advised he had come tonight to discuss a 
Resolution on the agenda.  He distributed information to Council.  Council was going to be 
asked to approve a Resolution to commit funding for an updated pedestrian and bike plan 
for the City of Hickory. The current plan was approved in December of 2020.  He wanted 
to make sure everyone was clear, that his comments were clear, the plan covered 
pedestrian and bike facilities beyond the Hickory Trail. It certainly referenced the Hickory 
Trail in the plan, but it was about other projects beyond the Hickory Trail.  Over the past 6 
years since this plan was adopted, the implementation of the 12 priority projects in the 
current plan has not been successful. He did not think anybody would say that that had 
been successful. Simply creating another plan, an updated plan, without examining the 
outcome of this current plan and making changes to address issues he thought would be 
irresponsibly throwing good money after bad. He was asking the City Council to pull that 
out of the consent agenda, talk about it, and consider instead of approving additional 
money for an updated plan, committing to implementing the action steps that were in the 
current plan, these very first action steps. He discussed what they were. The number 2 
item on what he handed out to Council was in the plan: designated staff to lead 
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implementation of Walk/Bike Hickory, including a pedestrian and bike plan coordinator. 
These were not additional positions, paid positions. These were allocating folks within the 
current workforce. The next one designated a bicycle and pedestrian advisory committee 
for plan implementation. That was not done.  That was a citizen’s resident group, and he 
was asking them to consider putting that together. Communicate the plan's priority projects 
to potential implementation partners, the COG, North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, County Parks and Recreation. The last one he wanted them to consider 
was begin annual Hickory pedestrian and bike meetings. These were all approved by 
Council in December of 2020, that this was the plan. They had a great Bike Walk NC that 
came to Hickory this year, this past fall, and he thought the Mayor would agree, everybody, 
there were a lot of people there from the City. That was a really great outing. He thought 
that was something that they could continue doing locally. He was asking Council instead 
of spending money on an updated plan and just spending this money unwisely, implement 
these steps. Then once these steps have been taken, then they could go back and take a 
look at whether the updated plan was necessary. He thanked Council.   
 
Mayor Guess thanked Mr. Post and asked if anyone else present would like to address 
Council.  No one else appeared.  
 

VI.  Approval of Minutes  
 

A. Regular Meeting of March 17, 2026. 
 

Alderwoman Patton moved, seconded by Alderman Seaver that the Minutes of March 17, 
2026 be approved.  The motion carried unanimously. 
    

VII. Reaffirmation and Ratification of Second Readings.  Votes recorded on first reading will be 
reaffirmed and ratified on second reading unless Council Members change their votes and so 
indicate on second reading.  

 
Alderman Freeman moved, seconded by Alderwoman Williams that the following be reaffirmed and 
ratified on second reading.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
A. Budget Revision Number 15.  (First Reading Vote: Unanimous) 

  
VIII. Consent Agenda:  All items below will be enacted by vote of City Council.  There will be no separate 

discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests.  In which event, the item will be 
removed from the Consent Agenda and considered under Item IX.   

 
 City Manager Warren Wood advised that Mr. Post referred to an item in the agenda on the bike 

and ped plan. That was not giving the green light to move forward with the plan. That was for a 
grant to implement.  If they choose to do it. They would have a deeper discussion about that at the 
Council/Staff retreat. 

 
Alderman Wood moved, seconded by Alderwoman Patton approval of the Consent Agenda.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
A. Approved Closing Both Locations of Hickory Public Library on Friday, May 8, 2026 from 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for Staff Training.  
 

Staff requests to close both locations of Hickory Public Library at 9:00 a.m.  – 5:00 p.m. on 
Friday, May 8 for staff training.  Public library staff regularly interact with the public and, to 
provide the best possible customer service, it is necessary to periodically provide training 
opportunities in which all staff participate at the same time. This year staff will receive 
training in library resources, hear updates from community partner agencies, and prepare 
for upcoming library programs. Customer service training specifically in each library 
department will be included.  To allow all coworkers to participate, it is necessary to 
schedule the training during a workday.  Staff determined that Friday, May 8 is a date that 
would create as little disruption as possible in service to the public.  Staff recommend the 
Patrick Beaver Memorial Library and the Ridgeview Branch Library be closed on Friday, 
May 8, 2026, to allow all library employees to participate in staff training. 
 

B. Accepted the Bid and Approved of the Annual Auditing Contract with Martin Starnes & 
Associates.   
 
Staff requests acceptance of the bid and approval of awarding the annual contract for 
auditing services with Martin Starnes & Associates for fiscal year ending June 30, 2026.  
The City of Hickory has utilized the services of Martin Starnes & Associates for the past 
fifteen years with excellent results.  Since fiscal year 2012, Martin Starnes & Associates 
has also been contracted to produce the City’s Annual Comprehensive Financial Report.   
North Carolina General Statute 159-34 requires each unit of local government and public 
authority to have its accounts audited each fiscal year and to submit a copy of the audit 
report to the Secretary of the Local Government Commission (LGC).  The Secretary of the 
Local Government Commission approves all local government contracts and invoices for 
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audit or audit-related work.  The LGC requires approval of the auditing contract on an 
annual basis.  Bids were advertised for audit services and received on February 27, 2026.  
Four bids were received and opened.  The annual contract with Martin Starnes & 
Associates for the year ending June 30, 2026 includes audit fees of $93,290.  Fees include 
annual financial audit fee, financial statement preparation, Annual Financial Information 
Report (AFIR), and major program testing for 4 programs.  This is a 6% increase over the 
prior year.  Staff recommend acceptance of the bid and approval of awarding the annual 
auditing contract with Martin Starnes & Associates for fiscal year ending June 30, 2026. 
 

C. Approved a Community Appearance Grant with Cranford Properties, LLC in the Amount of 
$7,500 for Property Located at 772 4th Street SW. 
 
The Community Appearance Commission recommends City Council’s approval of a 
Community Appearance Grant for non-residential property owned by Cranford Properties, 
LLC and occupied by a commercial building, located at 772 4th St SW in the amount of 
$7,500.  City Council created the Community Appearance Grant program to provide 
economic incentives for property owners to improve the general appearance of properties 
located within the City’s designated Urban Revitalization Area. The Community 
Appearance Commission reviews applications for the grant program and forwards a 
recommendation of approval or denial to City Council.  The grants are designed as a 
reimbursement grant in which the City of Hickory will match the applicant on a 50/50 basis.  
The maximum grant amount from the City of Hickory is $7,500.  The grant proposal involves 
the replacement of the building’s awnings, work on building face, window replacement, and 
improvements to an entrance door. The property is located within the City’s defined Urban 
Revitalization Area, and as such is eligible for the consideration of a Community 
Appearance Grant.  The applicant provided two estimates, the lowest estimates for the 
work totals $15,950, with additional possible costs reaching $22,000. If Council moves to 
approve the proposed grant at the lower of the estimates, the request qualifies for a $7,500 
grant.  The subject property’s current tax value is assessed at $567,300. The requested 
grant amounts to 2.8% of the property’s tax value.  The application was reviewed by the 
Community Appearance Commission.  After consideration the Commission unanimously 
recommends funding of the grant application in the amount of $7,500. 
 

D. Called for a Public Hearing to Consider the Voluntary Contiguous Annexation of Property 
Located at 2633 Springs Road NE, Containing Approximately 1.135 Aces, Identified at PIN 
3723-10-37-5117, Owned by RO Hickory Property, LLC.  (Authorized the Public Hearing 
for April 21, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of the Julian G. Whitener Municipal 
Building.   

 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-17 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CLERK TO INVESTIGATE A PETITION RECEIVED 
UNDER G.S. 160A-31 AND/OR 160A-58.1, AS AMENDED 

 
WHEREAS, a petition from RO Hickory Property, LLC requesting annexation of an area 
described in a petition was received on March 25, 2026, by the City Council of the City of 
Hickory; and 
 
WHEREAS, G.S. 160A-31 and G.S. 160A-58.1 provide that the sufficiency of the petition 
shall be investigated by the Clerk before further annexation proceedings may take place; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hickory deems it advisable to proceed in 
response to this request for annexation. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
HICKORY: 
 
THAT, the Clerk is hereby directed to investigate the sufficiency of the above-described 
petition and to certify as soon as possible to the City Council the result of her investigation. 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SUFFICIENCY 
 
TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA: 
 
I, Debbie D. Miller, City Clerk, do hereby certify that I have investigated the petition attached 
hereto and have found as a fact that said petition is signed by all owners of real property 
lying in the area described therein, in accordance with G.S. 160A-31 and/or G.S. 160A-
58.1, as amended: 
 
Property of RO Hickory Property, LLC, containing 1.135-acres of property located at 2633 
Springs Road NE, Hickory, identified as PIN 3723-10-37-5117.    
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the City of 
Hickory this 26th day of March, 2026.   
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/s/ Debbie D. Miller, City Clerk 

 
RESOLUTION 26-18 

RESOLUTION FIXING DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON QUESTION OF ANNEXATION, 
PURSUANT TO G.S. 160A-31 OR G.S. 160A-58.1, AS AMENDED 

 
WHEREAS, a petition requesting annexation of the area described herein has been 
received; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hickory has, by Resolution, directed the Clerk 
to investigate the sufficiency thereof; and 
 
WHEREAS, certification by the Clerk as to the sufficiency of said petition has been made. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
HICKORY: 
 
Section 1: That a public hearing on the question of annexation of the area described 

herein will be held at 6:00 p.m. on April 21, 2026, in the Council Chambers 
of the Julian G. Whitener Municipal Building, located at 76 North Center 
Street, Hickory, North Carolina. 

 
Section 2: The area proposed for annexation is described as follows: 
 

Property of RO Hickory Property, LLC, containing 1.135-acres of property 
located at 2633 Springs Road NE, Hickory, identified as PIN 3723-10-37-
5117. 

 
Section 3: Notice of said public hearing shall be published in the Hickory Daily 

Record, a newspaper having general circulation in the City of Hickory, at 
least ten (10) days prior to the date of said public hearing.    

 
(Petition is on file in the City Clerk’s Office and is hereby incorporated by reference and 
made a part of the minutes) 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-19 
A RESOLUTION DETERMINING THE INTENT TO ANNEX INTO THE CORPORATE 
LIMITS OF THE CITY OF HICKORY CERTAIN PROPERTY OWNED BY RO HICKORY 
PROPERTY, LLC AND CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SAME 
 
WHEREAS, RO Hickory Property, LLC is the owner of certain real property as described 
herein, which property is located at 2633 Springs Road NE, Hickory, containing 1.135-
acres; identified as PIN 3723-10-37-5117.   
 
WHEREAS, such property is currently located in the City’s extra-territorial jurisdictional 
(ETJ); and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the health, safety, and well-being of the residents of 
the City of Hickory to annex such property into the corporate limits of the City of Hickory as 
authorized by N.C.G.S. Section 160A-31; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Hickory City Council, sitting in open session 
this 7th day of April, 2026, at a regularly scheduled meeting of the governing body of said 
Council, duly called and posted in accordance with the statutes of the State of North 
Carolina, as follows: 
 
Section 1: That the Hickory City Council does determine that it is in the best interest 

of the health, safety, and well-being of the residents of the City of Hickory 
to annex the property described hereinafter into the corporate limits of the 
City of Hickory. 

 
Section 2: That a public hearing on the question of annexation of the area described 

herein will be held at 6:00 p.m. on April 21, 2026, in the Council Chambers 
of the Julian G. Whitener Municipal Building, located at 76 North Center 
Street, Hickory, North Carolina. 

 
Section 3: The same being that property reflected on map entitled 2633 Springs Rd 

NE, Voluntary Contiguous Annexation Map 1, Current City Boundary, 
subject property outlined in red; 2633 Springs Rd NE, Voluntary 
Contiguous Annexation Map 2, Current Zoning, subject property outlined 
in red; and 2633 Springs Rd NE,  Voluntary Contiguous Annexation, Map 
3, Aerial subject property outlined in red.  
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Section 4: Notice of said public hearing shall be published in The Hickory Daily 
Record, a newspaper having general circulation in the City of Hickory, at 
least ten (10) days prior to the date of said public hearing. 

 
 (Maps are on file in the City Clerk’s Office and are hereby incorporated by 

reference and made a part of the minutes) 
 

E. Approved the Issuance of a Pyrotechnic Display Permit to PyroStar Entertainment for a 
Fireworks Display at Hickory Motor Speedway.   
 
Staff request approval to issue a pyrotechnic display permit to PyroStar Entertainment for 
a fireworks display at the Hickory Motor Speedway for May 9, 2026 (Rain Date, October 
17, 2026).  Kevin Piercy, General Manager of Hickory Motor Speedway, submitted a 
request to obtain permission to conduct a public fireworks display.  The North Carolina Fire 
Code requires an operational permit for the use and handling of pyrotechnic special effects 
material. The Hickory Fire Department Fire & Life Safety Division shall review all required 
documentation for the event, including Alcohol Tobacco and Firearm’s (ATF) License, 
Operator and Assistant Operators Permits from North Carolina Office of State Fire Marshal 
(NCOSFM), Site Plan, and the one-million-dollar liability insurance policy. The Fire & Life 
Safety Division will also inspect the pyrotechnics display area before the event to ensure 
compliance with NCOSFM Guidelines, National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) NFPA 
1123 Code for Fireworks Display, and NFPA 1126 Use of Pyrotechnics Before a Proximate 
Audience (if applicable).  Staff recommend approval of the above pyrotechnics display. 
 

F. Approved a Resolution to Apply for the North Carolina Department of Transportation 
Integrated Mobility Division Multimodal Program Grant to Update the City of Hickory’s 2020 
Bike and Pedestrian Plan.   

 
Staff request Council’s approved of the Resolution for the City to apply for the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) Integrated Mobility Division Multimodal 
Program Grant to update the City of Hickory’s 2020 Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan.  
The City developed and adopted a new Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan on December 
15, 2020. At that time, several multi-use trails were either under construction or in the 
design phase. Since the development and adoption of the 2020 Bike and Pedestrian Plan, 
significant changes have transpired in Hickory. To date, approximately 10 miles of multi-
use trails have been completed, with an additional two miles still under construction. The 
NCDOT Integrated Mobility Division’s (IMD) Multimodal Grant Program (MMPG) presents 
an opportunity to update the City’s 2020 Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan. The current plan 
is now over five years old and significant changes have occurred.  This presents an ideal 
opportunity to revise the current Bike and Pedestrian Plan. This revision would assess 
necessary modifications, taking into consideration the progress achieved thus far.  Staff 
recommend Council’s approval of the Resolution for the City to apply for the NCDOT 
Integrated Mobility Division Multimodal Planning Grant of $52,500 with a 30% local match.  
 

RESOLUTION 26-20 
RESOLUTION BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF APPLICANT 

Resolution to Apply for a Multimodal Planning Grant through the NCDOT IMD Multimodal 
Planning Group 

 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) Integrated Mobility 
Division (IMD) provides funding to support the development of comprehensive bicycle, 
pedestrian, and multimodal transportation plans; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Hickory desires to apply for a Multimodal Planning Grant to update 
the 2020 “Walk. Bike. Hickory” Comprehensive Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for the City; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Hickory is seeking funding for the upcoming fiscal year call for 
projects; and  
 
WHEREAS, the NCDOT Multimodal Planning Grant Program requires a local match of 
thirty percent (30%) of the total project cost; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Hickory is committed to providing the necessary matching funds 
and ensuring the completion of the project, if selected; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Hickory intends to complete the plan update, adopt the final 
updated plan, and submit it for approval by the City Council.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Hickory that: 
 
1. Authorization: The City of Hickory is authorized to submit a grant application to the 

NCDOT IMD for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Update through the Multimodal 
Planning Grant Program. 
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2. Commitment: The City of Hickory commits to providing its required local share and 
will not use NCDOT funds to replace local funding for existing pedestrian/bicycle 
planning activities. 

3. Authorized Official: The Mayor is authorized to act on behalf of the City of Hickory 
to sign the application, enter into a grant agreement, and execute all necessary 
contracts and reimbursement requests with the NCDOT for the completion of the 
project.  

 
G. Approved a Resolution to Apply for the North Carolina Department of Environmental 

Quality State Revolving Fund for UV Disinfection Conversion Projects.   
 
Staff requests Council’s approval of a Resolution to apply for the North Carolina 
Department of Environmental Quality (NCDEQ) State Revolving Fund for UV Disinfection 
Conversion Projects.  The City of Hickory owns and operates the Henry Fork Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) and the Northeast WWTP, which both use chlorine gas and sulfur 
dioxide gas for disinfection and de-chlorination respectively.  The City expressed interest 
in evaluating alternative disinfection methods due to the costs, supply chain issues, 
storage, and the need for safer technology.  Garver, LLC completed a disinfection 
alternatives evaluation in March 2023, and based on the results of this evaluation, 
ultraviolet disinfection was determined to be the recommended disinfection alternative for 
both the Henry Fork WWTP and the Northeast WWTP.  NCDEQ anticipates approximately 
$90 million available for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund Spring 2026 funding.  
These projects may be funded by low-interest loans or principal forgiveness.  The grant 
application is intended to support the design and construction for the conversion from 
existing chlorine gas disinfection and sulfur dioxide de-chlorination systems to ultraviolet 
(UV) disinfection at the Henry Fork WWTP and Northeast WWTP.  Staff recommend 
Council’s approval of a Resolution to apply for the NCDEQ State Revolving Fund for UV 
Disinfection Conversion Projects. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-21 
 

WHEREAS, The City of Hickory has need for and intends to construct, plan for, or 
conduct a study in a project described as the UV Disinfection Conversion 
Projects – Henry Fork & Northeast WWTPs, and 

WHEREAS, The City of Hickory intends to request State loan and/or grant assistance 
for the project, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY HICKORY CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
HICKORY: 
 
That the City of Hickory, the Applicant, will arrange financing for all remaining costs of the 
project, if approved for a State loan and/or grant award. 
 
That the Applicant will provide for efficient operation and maintenance of the project on 
completion of construction thereof. 
 
That the Applicant will adopt and place into effect on or before completion of the project a 
schedule of fees and charges and other available funds which will provide adequate funds 
for proper operation, maintenance, and administration of the system and the repayment of 
all principal and interest on the debt. 
 
That the governing body of the Applicant agrees to include in the loan agreement a 
provision authorizing the State Treasurer, upon failure of the City of Hickory to make a 
scheduled repayment of the loan, to withhold from the City of Hickory any State funds that 
would otherwise be distributed to the local government unit in an amount sufficient to pay 
all sums then due and payable to the State as a repayment of the loan. 
 
That Warren Wood, City Manager, the Authorized Representative and successors so titled, 
is hereby authorized to execute and file an application on behalf of the Applicant with the 
State of North Carolina for a loan and/or grant to aid in the study of or construction of the 
project described above. 
 
That the Authorized Representative, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and 
directed to furnish such information as the appropriate State agency may request in 
connection with such application or the project:  to make the assurances as contained 
above; and to execute such other documents as may be required in connection with the 
application. 
 
That the Applicant has substantially complied or will substantially comply with all Federal, 
State, and local laws, rules, regulations, ordinances, and funding conditions applicable to 
the project and to Federal and State grants and loans pertaining thereto. 
 

H. Approved the Contract with the State of North Carolina for the Great Trail State Program 
Grant in the Amount of $500,000.   
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Staff requests Council’s approval of the contract with the State of North Carolina for the 
Great Trail State Program Grant.  In November 2024, City Staff applied for a $500,000 
grant to reconstruct the elevated boardwalk (also known as the Duck Walk) at Glenn C. 
Hilton, Jr. Memorial Park.  In July 2025, the City was awarded a $500,000 grant for this 
project. The grant will fund the partial reconstruction of the elevated boardwalk through a 
tree-shaded wetland area adjacent to the park.  Enhancing the City’s trail network with an 
updated elevated boardwalk will offer a safe, accessible, and enjoyable natural setting for 
residents and visitors alike.  Staff recommend Council’s approval of the agreement with 
the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources for the Great Trail State 
Grant Program in the amount of $500,000 with a local match of $465,059 that has been 
allocated for this project.  
 

I. Approved the Acceptance of the North Carolina Department of Transportation Grant Funds 
in the Amount of $3,000,000 for Runway 6 Avigation Easement Acquisition.  
 
Staff requests City Council’s approval to accept Grant 36244.33.18.2 in the amount of 
$3,000,000 awarded by the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) for 
Runway 6 Avigation Easement Acquisition at Hickory Regional Airport.  Airports that accept 
federal grants are required through grant assurances to keep runway protection zones 
(RPZ) clear of obstructions for safety of navigation. During an RPZ analysis, obstructions 
were identified within 3,000 feet of the runway 6 approach corridor. The identified 
obstructions lie within 83 off-Airport properties. To remove the obstructions, avigation 
easements must be acquired. An avigation easement is a property right granted by a 
landowner to allow aircraft to operate over their land at low altitudes. It is also a legal right 
that allows for the removal of obstructions that hazard aircraft operations.  The avigation 
easement process includes acquiring air rights above the properties by offering a fair and 
reasonable fee to the landowners which is determined by an appraiser. Additionally, a 
public hearing will take place to provide affected landowners with amplifying information. 
The final stage of the project will be obstruction removal which will fall under a separate 
project and funding.  Staff requests City Council’s approval to accept Grant 36244.33.18.2 
in the amount of $3,000,000 award by NCDOT for Runway 6 Avigation Easement 
Acquisition at Hickory Regional Airport with a local match of $333,333 using TRDF Interest 
funds. 

 
J. Approved on First Reading Budget Revision Number 16.   

 
              ORDINANCE NO. 26-13 

BUDGET REVISION NUMBER 16 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the City of Hickory that, pursuant to N.C. 
General Statutes 159.15 and 159.13.2, the following revision be made to the annual budget 
ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, and for the duration of the Project 
Ordinance noted herein.      
 
SECTION 1.  To amend the General Fund within the FY 2025-26 Budget Ordinance, the 
expenditures shall be amended as follows:  
 

 
To provide funding for the above, the General Fund revenues will be amended as follows:  
   

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Restricted Intergovernmental  500,000 - 

Miscellaneous 14,825 - 

                                        TOTAL 514,825 - 

 
SECTION 2.  To amend the TRF Runway Extension (#650034) Capital Project Ordinance, 
the expenditures shall be amended as follows:   
 

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

General Capital Projects 3,333,333 - 

                                        TOTAL 3,333,333 - 

 
To provide funding for the above, the TRF Runway Extension (#650034) revenues will be 
amended as follows:   
 
 
 

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

General Government  500,000 - 

Culture & Recreation  925 - 

Public Safety 13,900 - 

TOTAL 514,825 - 
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FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Restricted Intergovernmental  3,000,000 - 

Investment Earnings 333,333 - 

                                        TOTAL 3,333,333 - 

 
SECTION 3.  Copies of the budget revision shall be furnished to the Clerk of the Governing 
Board, and to the City Manager (Budget Officer) and the Finance Officer for their direction. 

 
IX. Items Removed from Consent Agenda – None  
 
X. Informational Items 

 
XI.  New Business 
 

A. Public Hearings   
 

1. Approved Closing the Undeveloped Portion of 13th Avenue Place NW Located at 
the Developed Corner of 13th Avenue Place NW and 7th Street NW – Presentation 
by Assistant City Manager Steve Miller.   

 
Staff requests Council’s consideration of closing the undeveloped portion of 13th 
Avenue Place NW located at the developed corner of 13th Avenue Place NW and 
7th Street NW, as petitioned by James G. Heisler, III and Janet S. Hambrick.  The 
City Clerk received a petition from James G. Heisler, III and Janet S. Hambrick, 
owners of the properties abutting an undeveloped portion of 13th Avenue Place 
NW.  The petition requests the City to close the undeveloped portion of 13th Avenue 
Place NW per NCGS § 160A-299.  The undeveloped portion of 13th Avenue Place 
NW is bound on the north side by Janet S. Hambrick and Educational Endowment 
Preservation LLC, on the south by James G. Heisler, III, on the west by Educational 
Endowment Preservation LLC and Mountainhug LLC, and on the east by 7th Street 
NW.  The petition contains the signatures of the Petitioners James G. Heisler, III, 
and Janet S. Hambrick, as well as the adjacent property owners, Jacob Woodrow 
Whitener Jr., General Manager of Educational Endowment Preservation, LLC, and 
Theresa Huggins, Administrative Member of Mountainhug, LLC.  The signatures 
on the petition represent all the owner(s) of the property abutting this portion of the 
right-of-way.  The petition fee of $930 has been paid.  A memo was sent to various 
departments for their input on the street closing. Public Services requested the 
reservation to maintain existing utilities,  if any, located in the area to be closed. 
Staff recommend Council consider closing the undeveloped portion of 13th Avenue 
Place NW, located at the corner of the developed portion of 13th Avenue Place 
NW, and 7th Street NW, as petitioned by James G. Heisler, III, and Janet S. 
Hambrick.       

 
Notice of the public hearing was advertised in a newspaper having general 
circulation in the Hickory area on March 7, 14, 21, and 28, 2026.   
 
City Manager Warren Wood asked Assistant City Manager Steve Miller to the 
podium to present Council with a request to close the undeveloped portion of 13th 
Avenue Place NW, located at the developed corner of 13th Avenue Place NW and 
7th Street NW.  
 

 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller gave a PowerPoint presentation.  He 
discussed a street closure petition. It was an undeveloped portion of 13th Avenue 
Place NW.  He advised it was a four-party petition. The street right-of-way was a 
dead-end portion of 13th Avenue Place NW.  Staff requested Council’s approval of 
a Resolution and Order to close this portion of 13th Avenue Place NW.  Currently, 
it is being used as a driveway access for James G. Heisler III and Janet S. 
Hambrick.  Other properties adjacent to the right-of-way use a different road. They 
used 8th Street instead of 7th Street. He referred to the PowerPoint and pointed out 
the highlighted area. He displayed on the PowerPoint the most recent survey done 
by the property owners to have this done. They could see the area in question 
contained their driveways. Their driveways were used as this unopened roadway. 
There was no road there. There was nothing going on there. He advised that it did 
not punch through to 8th Street. He referred to the PowerPoint and noted the 4 
property owners that touched this unopened right-of-way. It was basically serving 
as a gravel driveway for 2 properties.  He referred to the PowerPoint and displayed 
a photograph of what the unopened right-of-way currently looked like. It did not 
punch through.  He pointed out a fence in the background, that was where it ended. 
The 2 properties, one with the yellow outbuilding, and the fence, both had signed 
off on this.  There was a little gravel driveway there that was an unopened right-of-
way that would not be used as a future street or anything of the like.  The City 
maintained the right-of-way access of any service lines. There were currently not 
any service lines there. They always put that as a placeholder in case someone 
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would come put some sort of irrigation tap or something and get it in that area. 
They would reserve the right-of-way or the access to be able to serve that function.  

 Currently, none of their utilities are served in the right-of-way. They were served 
from 13th Avenue proper, which was the paved area. When they consider these 
closures, all of the City departments get a notice, and they comment on any issues 
that they might have. None commented that there were any issues affecting this. 
Staff requested Council’s approval of a Resolution and Order closing this portion 
of 13th Avenue Place NW.  The petition was a four-party petition, and all four parties 
had signed the petition and paid the fees necessary to request this closure.  

 
 Mayor Guess asked if that was a street? It did not appear to be a street. It appeared 

to be a driveway. It was called a street closure.  
 
 City Manager Warren Wood advised it was an unopened right-of-way.  
 
 Mayor Guess commented that people were not using it as far as they know.  
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised the two folks that were using it were 

using it as a driveway.  His guess was that when the houses were built, the 
developer originally of this subdivision probably laid that as a future street and it 
never happened. There were multiple of these located around the City. They show 
up on paper maps, but they were not really dedicated rights-of-ways. They were 
what they call an unopened street. They never truly had been dedicated.  

 
 Mayor Guess commented if Council approved to close this, the property owners 

could currently use it as they currently were using it.  
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised his guess was that was why they 

wanted to do this, because usually in these instances they would not be able to go 
in and pave that or concrete it. The houses that were on the property behind them 
shared a driveway and it was a paved access for both houses. In some 
neighborhoods, especially in the middle of downtown or some of the other areas, 
they share driveway access.  He and his neighbor share a driveway; hence this is 
kind of what that was.  He did not know the actual reason why they were doing 
this. He had not spoken to the actual property owners.  Because it was a 4-party 
petition and all 4 properties touched it, it was pretty unanimous that they all agreed.  
They all signed the petition. 

 
 Alderwoman Patton advised that she walked that every day. That was part of her 

route, and no one ever walked through that area. It backed up to someone else's 
property, so no one was ever walking it. 

 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller confirmed that was correct.  
 
 Alderman Wood asked Mr. Miller to explain how the ownership transitions to the 

people who were petitioning for this closure. 
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller referred to the PowerPoint map.  He advised 

in that subject area, the two property owners that shared the driveway would get 
the most of that property. It basically cuts in half and redraws the line. The back to 
the left property owner, the LLC at the bottom basically got nothing.  The owner at 
the top, the LLC on top, would get just a little square to clean up that area, it would 
make it a rectangle instead of what it showed currently.  Everybody got equal 
access to where their property line actually touched. In this situation, it was a little 
bit funny, then they would pay property taxes on that part when it was redrawn.  

 
 Alderman Wood questioned the City’s access.  The fact that they were going to 

have access to this, does that prohibit any type of structure from being built on that 
property? 

 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised not on this particular one, some of 

these that they close actually have a sewer or water line on them, and they have 
closed those. The City retains the right to an easement for that sewer line or the 
water line. This actually had no line on it.  That corner lot that kind of juts out there 
on the corner at the top, her water meter was actually at the edge of the pavement 
of the 7th Street NW right-of-way in the 13th Avenue Place where those two 
intersect. Unless they went there and put in a new meter or something, there would 
be no reason for them to ever have a service there.  The other house on the bottom 
was served by 7th Street. Their meter was off 7th Street. 

 
 Alderman Wood commented if there was something going to be built there, 

theoretically, the property lines would have to be drawn. There would have to be 
some sort of transaction to make that an independent lot.   
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Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised it was really not big enough for any  
 
Attorney Terry Taylor advised Alderman Wood they would still have their zoning 
setbacks.   
 
Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised it was 30 feet wide and basically the 
length of the property.   
 
Mayor Guess asked for any other questions from Assistant City Manager Steve 
Miller.   
 
Alderman Freeman commented of the 4 property owners, he was interested to 
know what triggered this.  Why didn't they look into this years ago, or was it 
something that they gained information about and then brought it to them? 
 
Assistant City Manager Steve Miller did not have an answer for that specifically. 
Usually in his experience with this, it was generally they were trying to gain access 
legally to their property. If they looked at that, if they went to sell that piece of 
property, the bank may say, well, you do not technically own the property that your 
driveway's on, you are going to have to move it down.  He had seen that before. It 
was just a legal access into the driveway to the north and the driveway to the south, 
the best he could tell. They do not usually, especially when all 4 property owners 
want something, it was not really a reason to do it.  It was not an actual real street, 
for lack of a better word. It had never truly been dedicated in the sense that it would 
be punched through 7th Street.  They could see the 2 properties to the left; there 
were no punch through.  And the ones to the north are fairly new properties, new 
buildings. 

 
 Alderman Wood commented the one to the north was a fairly new property.  
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised the one to the north was probably less 

than 10 years old. All the properties down 13th Avenue Place were fairly new. He 
could not remember where he put his keys, but he remembered almost every 
house he had been to. He had been to the house on the bottom for a drainage 
issue years ago.  That was when he knew that this was a right-of-way, it was not 
their driveway. He remembered having a conversation with a person saying you 
have got to be careful what you can do here because technically the way your 
driveway is, you do not own it. It was a right-of-way.   

 
 Alderman Wood commented it gives them a little more space because those 

properties, the newer ones, were snug. 
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller agreed that they were very snug. The house 

that was on the bottom was probably built in the mid-'50s and '60s. It was an older 
house, if they were familiar with that L-shaped street. 

 
 Mayor Guess asked for any other questions.  He thanked Mr. Miller.  He explained 

the rules for conducting the public hearing.  He declared the public hearing open 
and asked if there was anyone present to speak in opposition to the proposal.   
 
OPPONENT 
 
Mr. Michael McDonald, 1324 6th Street NW, in Viewmont, he was a quarter of a 
block from the proposed closure of the alleyway that he had been walking his dogs 
every day on for 22 years since he had lived here. From his Great Dane Maximus 
to his 6-pound Chihuahua Clyde. They currently walk every day, and they walk to 
the alleyway. He thought there had been a mistake made because there was 
actually a small walkway on the right-hand side that takes you to 7th Street on the 
other side. If they had only been there a couple times, they probably do not know, 
because he had been there every day.  Of course, these 4 property owners would 
like to annex this for themselves and take it away from the entire neighborhood to 
use. Who would not want to get some free property, regardless of whether they 
have to pay property tax on it or not? If the petition costs $930 divided by 4, that 
was what, about $265 a family in order to take over some property that was used 
by the public.  He commented if they would like to sell part of 6th Street for $230, 
he would be happy to put together a petition, but he did not think that was going to 
happen unfortunately.  He used the alley every day. He sees multiple other people 
every day using the alleyway when they are walking their dogs. Dave from Eneco, 
who lived on that street a couple doors down, there were a couple people right 
next door to him that walked their dachshunds there every single day. He passed 
them every day with his dogs, because 6th Street had become increasingly unsafe 
because of traffic.  Their police officers do a great job.  They do not have the 
resources to sit there 24 hours a day to watch their street for speeders and for 
trucks and 18-wheelers that go up and down.  He did not feel safe walking his 
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animals on the street. He goes down 13th Avenue across the street from his house 
and he walks there. Now there were no sidewalks over there, so they either walk 
in a yard, walk on the curb, or go into the alleyway with their dogs. The street itself 
had been destroyed. He discussed the houses.  The 13 houses that were built on 
2.5 acres across the street from his house. The developers circumvented the 
Hickory Planning and Development Department. That was a fact. They built those 
houses without the City of Hickory's approval. That was a fact. They built those 
houses; he thought Alderman Wood said snug.  If they put their hand out of one 
window and put a hand out of the other, they could give each other high fives. That 
was how close these houses were. They circumvented the City, went straight to 
the County, got approvals to put these 13 houses on 2.5 acres. The same 
developer tried to do the same thing 2 doors down from him.  Thank goodness the 
Planning and Development Department caught them this time, and they told them 
they could only put 5 houses instead of another 13 on another 2.5 acres. The 
houses have been there for 4 to 5 years.  He had been there for 20-something 
years. The developers destroyed 13th Avenue Place, the entire street needs to be 
re-blacktopped. Every house had a cut-in. Every cut-in on the street was cracked 
and destroyed. Across from his house on 6th Street, there was a giant pothole.  
Those developers that made millions of dollars, millions of dollars, should be 
required to fix those areas. Now the people that bought those houses want to 
annex more land for free, for their private use.  
 
Mayor Guess requested that Mr. McDonald limit his conversation to the area that 
the public hearing was being conducted on.  
 
Mr. McDonald advised that he was giving them the history of the development.  
 
Mayor Guess advised there were two other people that would like to speak in the 
15 minutes timeframe.   
 
Mr. McDonald did not think that they knew the history of how long those houses 
had been there and how they came about in their area. Now the people at the end 
of the street that live in those houses want to take that land and use it for 
themselves. It was an alleyway.  It was a City street.  It was for the public. They 
were supposed to be here to protect the public good, not to enrich private citizens 
and help them create more wealth for themselves. Meanwhile, they do not have 
any sidewalks that are safe to walk on in the neighborhood. Where were they going 
to go? Where would they like him to walk? Where was he supposed to take his 
dogs? Help the rich get richer or protect the public interest and the public good, 
ladies and gentlemen. He thanked Council.  He really hoped when they made the 
decision, they make the decision in the interest of the public and not in the interest 
of those companies that own these properties, because he believed it was two 
separate companies or three separate companies and one individual family.  Three 
companies, one family. Do not make the companies richer and help them sell their 
properties for more money at the detriment of their neighborhood, please. Thank 
you. 
 
Mr. Gavin Egbert, 815 6th Street NW, Hickory, commented that they lived a little bit 
farther up the street, but he and his girlfriend had been together for about 3 years, 
and they had lived in the house about 2, and they take their dogs down the street 
and down that way as well, and he did not want to see it closed either. He wanted 
to keep that brief and say he agreed with that. He thanked Council for their time.  
 
Mayor Guess asked if there was anyone present to speak in opposition.  No one 
else appeared.  He asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the proposal.  
 
PROPONENT 
 
No one appeared.  
 
Mayor Guess closed the public hearing and entertained a motion or any 
discussion.   
 
Alderman Freeman asked for clarity on the 3 companies and one family.   
 

 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised there were 2 LLCs that rent property 
there. One was Teresa Huggins, the owner of the LLC, He didn’t recall the second 
LLC’s name, the other two were James Heisler and Janet Hambrick, he did not 
know if they were a company. He thought they were single-family homeowners. 
The other two properties were indeed rental properties, he believed. 

 
 City Manager Warren Wood advised he looked it up the other one was 

Mountainhug LLC. The other two were owned by individuals.  
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 Mayor Guess confirmed two residentials and two businesses.  
 
 City Manager Warren Wood advised that it was based on what was on the GIS.  
 
 Alderwoman Williams commented they were all residents.  
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller confirmed they were all single family 

residential.   
 
 City Manager Warren Wood advised two of them seem to be owned by businesses 

and two by individuals.   
 
 Mayor Guess commented it appeared that they were all 3 residential.  
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised all 4 residential in nature. 
   
 Alderman Freeman knew he probably would not be able to answer this, but he was 

a little concerned as they had citizens that came to speak against this, where were 
the 4 property owners coming to speak for it?  

 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised they had every opportunity to show 

up as well. He guessed some of his confusion was listening to the folks talk about 
walking through there. There was not a defined right-of-way that punches through.  

 They were walking on private property, which may be okay, but they were walking 
on private property. 

 
 City Manager Warren Wood pointed out that the right-of-way ends.  To go through, 

they had to be walking on somebody else's property. 
 
 Alderman Freeman understood that. For right now, if they were walking, once they 

got to the end, they were walking on private property. 
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller confirmed that was right. 
 
 Alderman Freeman commented there was no right of way to the other side. 
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller confirmed that was correct.  
 
 Mayor Guess wanted to be clear, there may be a path, but it was created by the 

people who were using that property. 
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised there was a grass area there, he 

referred to the photo on the PowerPoint and noted the shared driveway. They may 
be in fact walking through there, but he would argue that it was not their property 
to walk through. Maybe the folks do not mind it, but when you looked at that from  
the City’s standpoint, it was just for property owners that were trying to close that.  
In essence, the other thing to keep in mind was that that would be the new property 
line. These folks would get access to their driveways legally.  They were not taking 
that piece and making it a whole piece. It was going to get divided up the middle, 
if that makes sense. He pointed out the location of their meter on the PowerPoint 
photo.   

 
 Mr. McDonald wanted to speak.  
 
 Mayor Guess advised that the public hearing was closed.  
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised that was all that staff knew from what 

they got on the petition. He did not know why the 4 petitioners did not come and 
speak. 

 
 Alderwoman Williams commented just because they were closing it kind of on 

paper does not mean they could not walk their dogs.  
 
 City Manager Warren Wood advised it would be on private property.  
 
 Alderwoman Willams commented it would be, but she was presuming if they have 

not complained about it.  
 
 City Manager Warren Wood commented that may be why they were closing it.  
 
 Mayor Guess commented at that point, it would be up to the 4 property owners 

whether or not they would allow that.   
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised that was correct.   
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 Alderwoman Patton advised they could not walk through there because it was 
private property on the other side.   

 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller commented they should not. He guessed 

people do. He did not realize that that was an issue.   
 
 Alderwoman Patton had never seen anybody walk it into the other street.   
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller advised it was a grass yard basically between 

the two properties beyond that privacy fence and the yellow outbuilding.   
 
 Alderman Freeman commented that was understood where they should not be 

walking past that.  
 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller confirmed that was correct.  
 
 Alderman Wood speculated that the right of way was closed.  The property was 

divided as he described between the 4 property owners. Theoretically, could the 
property owners come together and agree to make one lot, to redraw the property 
lines, make that a lot and build on it? From what he had seen, would the setbacks 
allow for a residential structure to be built on a combined lot?   

 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller deferred the question to Planning Manager 

Cal Overby with the Planning Department to advise if they could do that.  
 
 Planning Manager Cal Overby advised the way the second house sat on the lot it 

would be fairly difficult to create another lot. The reason being first off, they would 
effectively eliminate any legal frontage on the other lot by doing so. Theoretically, 
if someone wanted to come in here and make a lot bigger, they were going to grab 
another area which he pointed out on the PowerPoint.  They were going to add 
this area to it. What that was going to do was then make one of the lots have no 
legal frontage on the road. Essentially it landlocks a piece of property.  In terms of 
minimum area, then they would be dealing with trying to set off 10 feet on either of 
these lines. By the time you do all those measurements, you might get a house 
that you could barely walk through.   

 
 Alderman Wood was just trying to think a step ahead. He appreciated his 

assistance and patience with him. He was just trying to understand it. And at the 
end of the day, if the 4 properties adjoining it, if they do it, they were obviously okay 
with it.  He appreciated him entertaining his question and answering it.   

 
 Assistant City Manager Steve Miller thanked Mr. Overby.  
 
 Mayor Guess asked for any further discussion. He thanked Mr. Miller.  He asked 

for a motion.   
 

 Alderwoman Patton moved, seconded by Alderwoman Dula approval of closing 
the undeveloped portion of 13th Avenue Place NW.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-22 

RESOLUTION AND ORDER 
 
 WHEREAS, James G. Heisler, III; Janet S. Hambrick, Educational Endowment 

Preservation LLC; and Mountainhug LLC own properties adjoining the following 
described area, in the City of Hickory, County of Catawba, which is further 
described as follows: 

  
 Being the undeveloped portion of 13th Avenue Place NW, Hickory, located at the 

developed corner of 13th Avenue Place NW and 7th Street NW, Hickory.    
 
 Lying and being situate in the City of Hickory, Hickory Township, Catawba County, 

North Carolina, and being more particularly described as follows: 
 
 Beginning at an Existing Iron Rod found at the northeastern corner of the Property 

of James G. Heisler, Ill (PIN: 370310267517) and being described in Deed Book 
3532, Page 504 and being the POINT OF BEGINNING, thence N 89 024'48" W 
147-56' to an Existing Iron Pipe, thence with Mountainhug, LLC to the west (PIN: 
370310265577) and being described in Deed Book 3660, Page 382, N 02 0 13'42" 
W 14-91' to an Existing Iron Rod and continuing on with Educational Endowment 
Preservation, LLC to the west (PIN: 370310265780) and being described in Deed 
Book 3660, Page 382, N 03 0 09'57" W 15.10' to an Existing Iron Rod, thence with 
Educational Endowment Preservation, LLC to the north (PIN: 370310265780) and 
being described in Deed Book 3660, Page 382, S 89 0 21'07" E 25.25' to an Existing 
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Iron Pipe and continuing with the Property of Janet S. Hambrick to the north (PIN: 
370310267720) and being described in Deed Book 3610, Page 1118, S 89 0 30'14" 
E 125-48' to an existing Iron Rod, thence with 13th Ave PI NW 40' R/W to the east 
S 03 0 21'12" W 15.68' to a New Iron Pipe and continuing with 13th Ave PI NW 40' 
R/W to the east S 030 21'12" W 14-49' to the POINT OF BEGINNING, and being 
an undeveloped street as shown on Plat Book 76, Page 7, Catawba County 
Registry of Deeds. 

 
 WHEREAS, following the filing of said petition with the City Council, a notice of 

public hearing upon the question of closing and abandoning said area for public 
roadway purposes was advertised in The Hickory Daily Record in the issues of 
March 7, March 14, March 21, and March 28, 2026.   

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA: 
 
 THAT, the above-described area be and the same is hereby ordered to be closed 

and abandoned for roadway or street purposes, in accordance with the provisions 
of Chapter 160A, Section 299, of the General Statutes of North Carolina, and the 
Charter of the City of Hickory; 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Hickory reserves the right, title and 

interest in any utility improvement or easement within the above-described street 
or roadway to be closed, pursuant to the provisions of 160A, Section 299, of the 
General Statutes of North Carolina; and 

 
 RESOLVED, FURTHER, that all rights, title and interest of the City of Hickory in 

and to the area covered by said street shall vest in the respective owners of the 
land adjoining said area, all in accordance with the provision of the 
abovementioned section of the General Statutes of North Carolina.  

 
B. Departmental Reports 

 
1. Appointments to Boards and Commissions  

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
Caucasian (Council Appoints)                                                                       VACANT 
Caucasian (Council Appoints)                                                                       VACANT 
Other Minority (Council Appoints)                                                                 VACANT 
Other Minority (Council Appoints)                                                                 VACANT  

HICKORY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
(Term Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms with Unlimited Appointments) (Appointed 
by City Council) 
Burke County Representative (Mayor Appoints with Recommendation from Burke 
County)                                                                                                          VACANT 
 
RECYCLING ADVISORY BOARD 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
Ward 6 (Patton Appoints)                                                                              VACANT 
At-Large (Council Appoints)                                                                          VACANT  
At-Large (Council Appoints)                                                                          VACANT 
 
Alderman Wood nominated Brian Badders as an At-Large Representative on the 
Recycling Advisory Board.   
 

   YOUTH COUNCIL 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 1-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
Homeschool Representative                                                                         VACANT 

     
 Alderman Wood moved seconded by Mayor Guess approval of the above 

nomination.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 

C. Presentation of Petitions and Requests   
 
XII.  Matters Not on Agenda (requires majority vote of Council to consider) 
 
XIII.    General Comments by Members of Council, City Manager or City Attorney of a Non-Business 

Nature  
 
 Mayor Guess apologized to Attorney Terry Taylor because at the beginning of the meeting he 

overlooked the fact that their City Attorney Tim Swanson was not able to be present this evening. 
In his absence, Attorney Terry Taylor was present from that firm.  He apologized and thanked her 
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for being present in his absence. In just a few minutes, they would have a closed session, and she 
would be present for that.  He thought Kimberly Turk had left, but the members of Council and their 
Staff had done a really good job of putting out some information recently related to brown water. 
As they had heard tonight from at least one person, he thought some of the Council members had 
heard from other residents concerning brown water, he asked the City Manager to get someone, 
either himself or someone from Staff, at their next Council meeting to put together a presentation 
to address the concerns and the questions related to brown water.  

 
 City Manager Warren Wood advised that he would do better than that.  Next Thursday they were 

having their Council/Staff retreat, and they were going to talk a lot about water and sewer 
infrastructure in general all around town. That would be their first chance to come to hear about 
some things they have going on.  

 
 Mayor Guess commented specifically at their next meeting for the public, if they could reiterate that 

and give a presentation, that would be great.  
 
 City Manager Warren Wood advised Mayor Guess that he had missed the Board and Commission 

appointments.  
 
 Mayor Guess went back to Agenda item XI. New Business B. Departmental Reports 1. 

Appointments to Boards and Commissions.  Alderman Wood made the nomination of Brian 
Badders as an At-Large Representative on the Recycling Advisory Board.  Alderman Wood moved 
seconded by Mayor Guess approval of the nomination.  The motion carried unanimously.       

 
 Alderman Wood felt like he was a bit of a proxy for Chief Hutchinson, because he kept bringing up 

fire-related things, but he just wanted to remind everybody that there was a Statewide fire ban, and 
it was extraordinarily dry out there. He was riding last Friday and saw where a fire had started by 
321 and it had just started. The fire department was not even there, and it was spreading so rapidly.  

 Be conscientious of anything, whether it was cigarettes, whatever, fire-related, because it was 
extraordinarily dry out there 

 
XIV. Closed Session Per NC General Statutes 143-318.11(a)(1)(4) to consult with the attorneys  

regarding the following:  (Action on these items, if any, will occur in Open Session) 
 

Mayor Guess moved, seconded by Alderwoman Patton that Council go into closed session to 
consult with the attorneys to discuss the items below.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
1. Approval of Closed Session Minutes of November 18, 2025 - NCGS §143-318.11(a)(1) 
2. Discussion of Potential Economic Development - NCGS §143-318.11(a)(4) 
 

Council convened to closed session at approximately 7:17 p.m.  
 
 Council reconvened to open session at approximately 7:37 p.m.  
 

  No action was taken upon return to open session.  
 
XV. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.    
  

 
 
            
     _______________________________________ 
     Mayor 
 
 

_____________________________________   
 City Clerk  


