
  

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hickory was held in the Council Chamber of the 
Municipal Building on Tuesday, September 16, 2025, at 6:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
 
                                                                           Hank Guess   

Tony Wood   Anthony Freeman 
Charlotte C. Williams               Aldermen David P. Zagaroli  
Danny Seaver  Jill Patton  

 
A quorum was present.   
 
Also present were City Manager Warren Wood, Deputy City Manager Rodney Miller, Assistant City 
Manager Yaidee Fox, City Attorney Timothy Swanson, Deputy City Clerk Crystal B. Mundy and City Clerk 
Debbie D. Miller   
 
I. Mayor Guess called the meeting to order.  All Council members were present. 
 
II. Invocation by Alderman Anthony Freeman and Pastor of Clinton Tabernacle AME Zion Church 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
IV. Special Presentations 
   

A. Proclamation for Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15 – October 15, 2025 – Presented 
to Centro Latino Hickory.   

 
Mayor Guess asked the representatives from Centro Latino to the podium for a 
presentation of a Proclamation for Hispanic Heritage Month.   
 
Centro Latino Representative Soraya Place advised she worked for Centro Latino, and 
also as a part-time Professor at Lenoir-Rhyne.  She introduced those in attendance, 
Michele Perez, Centro Latino Client Services Advocate, and Volunteer Liliana, she worked 
for Catawba Valley Medical Center. 
 
Mayor Guess read and presented the Proclamation for Hispanic Heritage Month.  Photos 
were taken.   
 
Centro Latino Representative Soraya Place announced their festival to celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month. It was going to be this Sunday, September 21st, from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. in downtown Hickory.  She invited everyone to come over.  It was going to be a lot of 
fun. They have a lot of food, dances, and music.  Everybody was welcome.  It was free.  
She hoped to see them there.  She thanked Council.   

 
B. Retired Chief of Police from Waynesville, North Carolina Police Department, and Current 

Executive Director of the North Carolina Association of Chiefs of Police, Bill Hollingsed, to 
Present the Hickory Police Department with the Certificate for their Recent Achievement 
of Receiving the North Carolina Law Enforcement Accreditation through the North Carolina 
Criminal Justice Education and Training Standards Commission.   

 
Mayor Guess invited all of the members of the Hickory Police Department that were 
currently serving and anyone that had served in the past to the podium.  He was not sure 
if Chief Reed Bear was present or not.  He advised that Retired Chief of Police from 
Waynesville, North Carolina Police Department and current Executive Director of the North 
Carolina Association of Chiefs of Police, Bill Hollingsed was present to present the Hickory 
Police Department with a Certificate for their recent achievement of receiving the North 
Carolina Law Enforcement Accreditation through the North Carolina Criminal Justice 
Education and Training Standards Commission. He knew that Mr. Hollingsed had traveled 
to Hickory a couple of times and had been with them before.  They appreciated him being 
back on this special occasion with this special presentation.   
 
Mr. Bill Hollingsed, Chairman of the Accreditation Committee for the State of North Carolina 
commented that it was truly an honor to be here this evening for this award.  Tonight, they 
celebrate a milestone for the Hickory Police Department and the entire Hickory community. 
On behalf of the North Carolina Law Enforcement Accreditation Committee, he offered his 
sincere congratulations to the Hickory Police Department for earning the North Carolina 
Law Enforcement Accreditation Award, meeting all 116 standards of professional 
excellence. This award was more than just a framed certificate. It reflected months of 
disciplined work through policy review, rigorous training, careful documentation, and 
commendable professionalism by officers and staff across the entire department. It was a 
tangible recognition that the Hickory Police Department operates with accountability, 
transparency, and consistent best practices that protect both public safety and 
constitutional safeguards.  He commended, not only Chief Adams, but also Chief Baer, 
who started the process, the command staff that was present, and Accreditation Manager 
Jennifer Harris, and every member of the department who contributed their time and 
expertise. He added that Jennifer, in addition to being the Accreditation Manager in 
Hickory, was an Accreditation Mentor, and she had mentored several agencies across the 
State to attain their accreditation standards. She does great work. He wanted to commend 
her in front of the audience tonight.  He thanked City Council, and the City administration,  
for their leadership and support in this important effort.  Achieving accreditation benefits 
the entire community. It strengthens public confidence, reduces departmental risk and 
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liability, supports officer development and retention, and positions Hickory as a forward-
looking professional municipality. It also commits to the agency to continuous 
improvement. Accreditation was not an endpoint, but a standard that must be maintained 
and built upon. This accomplishment stands as a testament to the dedication, the 
professionalism, and the sincere commitment of the Hickory Police Department to 
upholding excellence in law enforcement.  He asked that they join him in congratulating 
the Hickory Police Department for this well-deserved honor and in supporting their 
continued pursuit of excellence. 
 
Mayor Guess asked Mr. Hollingsed what percentage of police departments in North 
Carolina obtain this accreditation.   
 
Mr. Hollingsed advised very few.  In fact, this program actually started about six years ago 
just trying to come up with the standards. And it was a long process being funded through 
the State. But in the past year or so, the Hickory Police Department was just the 11th agency 
in the entire State, and that was both police departments and sheriff's offices that have 
been accredited.  It was a big deal. They were just now getting all of their standards 
finalized and approved for the Public Safety Telecommunications section as well. And 
talking with members of the department. They were already almost there. They have not 
even got them approved yet.  But by the time they get those approved, he thought that 
Hickory would probably be in the top group of agencies to get their Telecommunicator 
Standards Certificate as well.  
 
Mayor Guess commented that they were 11th in the State at this point. 
 
Mr. Hollingsed advised they were the 11th. There had only been 10 before them, and they 
were pretty much right in progression here.  They had done a great job. 
 
Mayor Guess commented they were in the top 11 not the top 10.  He thanked Mr. 
Hollingsed for being present, and obviously to all the members of the past and those that 
were currently with them.  He knew that there had been some members that retired. He 
mentioned Chief Baer and others, but what a huge accomplishment.  He congratulated 
them on behalf of Council and staff. That was a huge deal.  Photos were taken.   
 
Mayor Guess asked Chief Bryan Adams if he wanted to say anything.   
 
Alderwoman Patton commented that she got to be part of that interview process, and it 
was a wonderful thing to go through, and she greatly appreciated it and further understood 
what this honor meant to the City of Hickory.   
 
Hickory Police Chief Bryan Adams echoed what Chief Hollingsed, he mentioned it was a 
credit to their staff. Mr. Hollingsed did not mention it, but Jennifer told him that they did it 
the fastest of any agency that had done it out of the 11.  People asked him, “did that surprise 
you that you did it? Was that your goal to do it the fastest”?  And it was not. But the staff of 
the Hickory Police Department never surprised him.  That was a tribute to Chief Baer, too. 
When they first started the process they went before, every member of their department, 
and explained what accreditation was, why it was important, and their staff bought in from 
day one, and that was what sped the process up.  Their entire staff stepped up to make 
this happen. Jennifer Harris was their Accreditation Manager. Obviously, she did an 
amazing job. She and Captain Young were the driving force behind it at their agency. Every 
member of the command staff, Chief Baer, every member of their department stepped up, 
and this was just a tribute to them.  They have had a culture of getting better every single 
day since he started 28 years ago. It was their culture, it was their standard, it was their 
mindset every single day. This  was another gigantic, huge step in that process, and they 
were very proud of it. And he told their staff, like Chief Hollingsed mentioned, it was not 
something on the wall, it was a living, breathing thing that they have to be tending to all the 
time to meet these standards. The best practices, the best policies. And they were excited 
about it, and they would be tending to it. It was a way for them to look in the mirror every 
day to make sure they were getting better and growing and keep that mindset. He thanked 
Council.   
 
Mayor Guess thanked Chief Adams, and they look forward to the Telecommunicators 
achieving the same accreditation. 
 
Chief Adams advised they were working very hard on that, he assured them.  

 
V. Persons Requesting to Be Heard 
 

A. Ms. Priya Palmer, President of the League of Women Voters of Catawba Valley, 2715 
Birdie Lane NE, Conover. She informed the residents of Hickory about a community event, 
on October 14th at 6:00 p.m. at the Patrick Beaver Memorial Library.  The League would 
be hosting a nonpartisan candidate forum for the mayoral candidates and the two 
candidates from the Ward 5 Alderman race. The forum would be moderated by the editor 
of the Hickory Daily Record. This event was free and open to the public, and they 
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encouraged residents to attend. Thank you again for this opportunity to share this 
information. She would have flyers to hand out after the meeting.  She asked if Council 
would like one now.   
 
Mayor Guess asked Ms. Palmer to give them to the Clerk, and she would make sure that 
they got them.   
 

B. Mr. Matt Sin, 631 Friar Tuck Road, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, advised he was born 
and raised in North Carolina, and went to public schools K through 12. He said that he 
hoped Hickory would consider him a friend.  One of his causes was making sure that public 
school meal debt gets paid. He had donated over $10,000 to Catawba Child Nutrition in an 
attempt to pay off some public-school debt. That money, that debt does not just disappear. 
Somebody has to pay it, and schools have to withhold funds which affect other children 
besides the one receiving assistance. The reason he was present, and he had spoken 
before about this, but there had been some recent news. He had spoken before about Bills 
in the NC Legislature trying to change the way zoning works.  He had always said that 
those who governed closest to people governed best.  They want to turn it into a judicial 
situation. They want to limit the number of citizens that can speak. What he found really 
disgusting was that they want to be able to hold the Council members financially liable and 
personally be able to sue. He was just in Newton, and he found out that they had to settle 
a lawsuit when McComb's Investment LLC did not like their zoning decision and rather than 
fight it, the Town decided to settle. He looked on the Internet, and he did not find hardly 
anything about this.  He wanted citizens to be aware that this was happening. This was not 
fear mongering.  Remember, the Town of Lewisville had to settle for $2 million to Jeff 
Zinger, who was in the NC Legislature sponsoring bills like HB 765. He learned long ago 
in church that there was no such thing as a Christian billionaire.  If your family has that kind 
of generational wealth, the Holy Spirit convicts them to help those around them and help 
the less fortunate.  He wanted their representatives in Washington to codify that the Council 
could not be held financially responsible, could not be sued. If their representatives do not 
agree to put forward this bill to protect their locally elected officials, then there will be no 
friends of ours. Thank you. 
 
Mayor Guess thanked Mr. Sin.  
 

C. Mr. Cliff Moone, 4340 North Center Street, Unit 304 Timberwood, advised it had become 
sort of a habit for Council to see him every so often. Not as much as they used to, but to 
see him present on a couple of occasions during the year. He was present tonight because 
he knew that the City had presented a certificate or a resolution to the DAR on tomorrow's 
very important day. He was present tonight to simply speak to that. And of course, they 
would probably see him just before December 15th as well for Bill of Rights Day.  He wanted 
to speak very briefly tonight about the importance, it should be a holiday, in his opinion, but 
they have a lot of those, so it was not. But it was a very important day for them, our country, 
and for all of them as citizens. The U.S. Constitution was the written charter for the 
protection of individual liberty.  But it is of crucial importance to recognize that. That it does 
so only within the context of establishing a structure for a workable political and social 
community. It was first and foremost an expression of the social contract for their life as a 
people, a functioning republic, and the vision for that functioning republic was proclaimed 
in the Constitution's preamble. Articles 1 through 6 provide the functional structure for how 
the Preamble's vision was implemented. The Bill of Rights and certain other amendments, 
one immediately thinks of the 13th, 14th, 15th, as well as the 19th and 26th, clarify and explain 
the Preamble's meaning. The process of doing so remains the necessary and evolving 
work of striving toward a more perfect union.  He read that vision which they had so many 
times in their lives, and he knew they had, and he had, and others in this audience had 
sworn allegiance to. We live in an important time to consider and to think about those 
things. “We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish 
justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general 
welfare and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United States”. He ended by thanking each of them, not 
only for their service, but for their dedication to living out as an elected member of this 
community as well as the other citizens who live out every day the meaning of those words 
which keep our country great and strong. Thank you. 

 
Mayor Guess thanked Mr. Moone.  
 

D. Mr. John Hall, 780 3rd Avenue Place, advised he was the Social Services Program Manager 
at the Salvation Army. He had been on the job for about six months. He worked for 21 
years in Lincoln County for two nonprofits that dealt with hunger and homelessness.  He 
believed in being active in the community. He believed in having open conversations about 
issues in their community. And he loved Hickory. He was new to this area. He loved taking 
lunch downtown Hickory, that was a beautiful area.  He was also part of the new Leadership 
Catawba class graduating next year, he was in the 51st class. He was blessed to be present 
tonight. He brought up two topics.  The biggest concern that he had seen since he had 
been on the job for six months, number one, was food insecurity in the community. It was 
a major issue. The amount of demand that they have coming to the Crisis Help Center at 
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the Salvation Army asking for food. He was actively engaging in the community, asking 
local businesses that had food leftover, to please donate. Please donate to the Salvation 
Army. Not only the Crisis Help Center, but also the Salvation Army deals with 
homelessness. He had 21 years of experience in Lincoln County, and he was a strong 
believer that they provide a hand up, not a handout. That was the plan and the vision that 
he brought to the Salvation Army.  They have programs now for residents coming into 
shelter. They have an accountability standard. It was a good faith effort. He gave a perfect 
example, just the culture that they were creating now. This past Saturday, five of his current 
residents that were homeless inside the shelter went up and down Lenoir-Rhyne Boulevard 
picking up trash.  They are part of the Hickory Litter Quitter program now. He thought that 
was a pretty cool name. Actively their residents took part in that project, and he would 
continue that focus for their residents. He wanted to bring up those two main topics, food 
insecurity and homelessness. He hoped to have those conversations with Council in the 
future.  He was present to introduce himself. He thanked Council.   

 
Mayor Guess thanked Mr. Hall.  He asked if anyone else in the audience would like to 
address the Council.  No one appeared.  He advised Council makes themselves available. 
All of the Council members and staff make themselves available. It was not necessary that 
they wait until a Council meeting to address the Council. They could pretty much do that 
anytime. And they would be sure and have a conversation with them. 

 
VI.  Approval of Minutes  
 

A. Regular Meeting of September 2, 2025. 
 

Alderman Freeman moved, seconded by Alderwoman Patton that the Minutes of 
September 2, 2025, be approved.  The motion carried unanimously. 
    

VII. Reaffirmation and Ratification of Second Readings.  Votes recorded on first reading will be 
reaffirmed and ratified on second reading unless Council Members change their votes and so 
indicate on second reading.  

  
VIII. Consent Agenda:  All items below will be enacted by vote of City Council.  There will be no separate 

discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests.  In which event, the item will be 
removed from the Consent Agenda and considered under Item IX.   

 
Alderwoman Patton moved, seconded by Alderwoman Williams approval of the Consent Agenda.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
A. Approved a Lease Agreement with The Nest at HKY, LLC for Hangar S-5 at Hickory 

Regional Airport.   
 

Staff request approval of a 5-year lease agreement with an option to renew for an additional 
term of 5-years with The Nest at HKY, LLC for Hangar S-5 at Hickory Regional Airport.  
The City currently leases Hangar S-5 to The Nest at HKY, LLC, which is located on the 
south ramp at Hickory Regional Airport with a physical address of 2908 2nd Avenue NW, 
Hickory. The Nest at HKY, LLC’s current lease agreement is for a one-year term, and it is 
the Airport and The Nest at HKY, LLC’s desire to enter into a long-term lease agreement.  
The term of the proposed lease is an initial term of 5-years beginning October 1, 2025, and 
ending September 30, 2030, with one option to renew for an additional term of 5-years, at 
an annual rental rate of $98,400, which shall automatically increase by two and one-half 
percent (2.5%) per year.  The Nest at HKY, LLC currently manages three aircraft that will 
contribute significantly to tax revenue for the City, and it is anticipated that they will 
purchase in excess of 75,000 gallons of fuel per year from the Airport.  Leases greater than 
one year require public notice prior to approval. Staff recommend that City Council approve 
the lease agreement with The Nest at HKY, LLC.   

 
The public notice of the lease was advertised in the Hickory Daily Record on August 9, 
2025.    
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-47 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN CITY 
OF HICKORY AND THE NEST AT HKY, LLC FOR LEASE OF PROPERTY LOCATED 

AT HICKORY REGIONAL AIRPORT, HICKORY, NC 28601 PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF N.C.G.S. § 160A-272 

 
WHEREAS, City Council of the City of Hickory desires to lease that certain City-owned 
tract or parcel of real property commonly known as Hangar S-5 of the Hickory Regional 
Airport, having an address of 2908 2nd Ave NW, Hickory, to The Nest at HKY,LLC for an 
initial term of 5 years beginning October 1, 2025 and ending September 30, 2030, with one 
option to renew for additional term of 5 years, at an annual rental rate of $98,400, which 
shall automatically increase by two and one-half percent (2.5%) per year; and 
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WHEREAS, City staff reports that the City does not have a need for the property for City 
purposes during the term of the proposed lease and recommends that City Council 
authorize execution of the lease; and  
 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 160A-272 authorizes the City to lease or rent property owned by 
the City for such terms and upon such conditions as City Council may determine, but not 
for longer than 10 years and only if City Council determines that the property will not be 
needed by the City for the term of the lease; and 
 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. § 160A-272 provides that such property may be leased only 
pursuant to a resolution of City Council authorizing execution of the lease agreement 
adopted at a regular City Council meeting upon 30 days’ public notice describing the 
property to be leased, stating the annual rental or lease payments, and announcing City 
Council’s intent to authorize the lease at its next regular meeting; and 
 
WHEREAS, notice was published on August 9, 2025, describing the above-described 
property to be leased, stating the annual rental or lease payments, and announcing City 
Council’s intent to authorize the lease at its regular meeting scheduled for September 16, 
2025, in accordance with N.C.G.S. § 160A-272. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that City Council for the City of Hickory hereby 
determines that the above-described property which is the subject of the proposed lease 
agreement between City of Hickory and will not be needed by the City for City purposes 
during the term of the proposed lease. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City is hereby authorized to lease the above-
described real property to The Nest at HKY, LLC at the consideration provided herein 
pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 160A-272. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager and the Clerk to City Council are 
hereby authorized to execute, on behalf of the City of Hickory, a lease agreement of the 
above-described property with The Nest at HKY, LLC for an initial term of 5 years beginning 
October 1, 2025 and ending September 30, 2030, with one option to renew for additional 
term of 5 years, at an annual rental rate of $98,400, which shall automatically increase by 
two and one-half percent (2.5%) per year, subject to a pre-audit certificate thereon by the 
City Chief Financial Officer, if applicable, and approval as to form and legality by the City 
Attorney.  

 
B. Approved the Purchase of a 2026 Mack Terrapro Cab/Chassis, and Refuse Body, from the 

NCSA Contract #24-08-0421R in the Amount of $384,143.45 from Carolina Environmental 
Systems Inc.   

 
Staff requests that Council approve the purchase from Carolina Environmental Systems, 
Inc. a 2026 Mack Terrapro Cab/Chassis, $191,500, with a Heil DuraPack 40-cubic yard 
half pack full eject refuse body, $192,643.45, per the NCSA Contract #24-08-0421R in the 
total amount of $384,143.45.  The City plans for regular and normal replacement of 
necessary equipment as a means of maintaining a fleet that is efficient and effective and 
that will enable the City to provide customary services. The City uses these front-loader 
trucks for collection of refuse for dumpster services.  This unit is operated daily in the 
Commercial Division of the Solid Waste Division and replaces truck unit #3715 which is a 
2016 model.  The Commercial Solid Waste Division capital equipment improvement plan 
includes the replacement of a front load refuse truck in FY 25-26.  Staff from the Solid 
Waste and Fleet Divisions prepared specifications to purchase equipment meeting the 
City’s requirements. The City participates in a buying cooperative with the NCSA.  Funds 
for the purchase of the truck are in the approved capital budget.  Staff recommend Council’s 
approval of the purchase in the amount of $384,143.45 from Carolina Environmental 
Systems, Inc.   

 
C. Approved the Citizens’ Advisory Committee Recommendation for Assistance through the 

City of Hickory’s Housing Programs.   
 

The mission of the City of Hickory’s Community Development Division is to preserve the 
existing housing base, enhance ownership opportunities for all of its citizens to obtain 
decent housing, and provide a quality environment conducive to the safe and healthy 
growth of its citizenry.  The seven-member Citizens’ Advisory Committee was formed to 
provide for citizens’ input in the facilitation of the City’s Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program, as well as any other similar community enhancement funding the 
City may receive.  The following requests were considered by the Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee at their regular meeting on September 4, 2025: 
 
➢ Tammy Conley located at 433 3rd Street SW, Hickory was recommended for 

approval of up to $5,432 under the City of Hickory’s 2026 Urgent Repair Program.  
➢ Donald and Marcella Speagle located at 1622 E Avenue SE, Hickory was 

recommended for approval of a Housing Rehabilitation Loan.  The Citizens’ 
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Advisory Committee recommends approval for assistance not to exceed $25,000 
for repairs to their house.  Assistance would be in the form of a 0% interest deferred 
loan.    

 
The Citizens’ Advisory Committee recommends approval of the aforementioned requests 
for assistance through the City of Hickory’s housing assistance programs.   

 
D. Approved a Resolution to Declare Surplus Obsolete VHF Portable Radios, Mobile Radios, 

Chargers, Batteries, Antennas, and Pagers and Donate them to the Yancey County 
Emergency Services.  

 
The City of Hickory Fire Department requests approval to declare as surplus obsolete VHF 
portable radios, mobile radios, chargers, batteries, antennas, and pagers and donate them 
to Yancey County Emergency Services.  This obsolete radio equipment is on a VHF Radio 
Spectrum.  In 2015 the fire department switched all radio operations over to the State-
owned 800 Mhz. radio system (NC VIPER).  In accordance with North Carolina General 
Statute 160A-280, donations of personal property to other governmental units, a city may 
donate to another governmental unit within the United States, a sister-city, or a nonprofit 
organization, any personal property, including supplies, materials, and equipment, that the 
governing board deems to be surplus, obsolete, or unused after advertising and adopting 
a resolution. The Hickory Fire Department received a request from Yancey County 
Emergency Services for this type of radio equipment. Fire Department staff recommend 
declaring the obsolete VHF equipment as surplus and approving the donation to Yancey 
County Emergency Services. 

 
Public notice declaring surplus the Fire Department’s obsolete VHF portable radios, mobile 
radios, chargers, batteries, antennas and pagers and authorizing the donation to Yancey 
County Emergency Services was posted on the City  of Hickory’s website on September 
5, 2025. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-48 
A Resolution of the Hickory City Council 

Declaring Surplus Obsolete VHF Portable Radios, Mobile Radios, Chargers, Batteries, 
Antennas, and Pagers 

Authorizing Donation to Yancey County Emergency Services 
 

WHEREAS, the Hickory Fire Department declares surplus obsolete VHF portable radios, 
mobile radios, chargers, batteries, antennas, and pagers.   
 
WHEREAS, the Hickory Fire Department wishes to dispose of said property to Yancey 
County Emergency Services.   
 
WHEREAS, G.S. 160A-280 allows the city to donate to another governmental unit within 
the United States, or a nonprofit organization incorporated after advertising and Council 
approval.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hickory, North 
Carolina: 
 
SECTION 1. That authorization is given to the Hickory Fire Department to dispose of 

the declared surplus in a manner serving the best interest of the City.  
 
SECTION 2. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 
 

E. Approved on First Reading Budget Revision Number 4.   
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-26 
BUDGET REVISION NUMBER 4 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the City of Hickory that, pursuant to N.C. 
General Statutes 159.15 and 159.13.2, the following revision be made to the annual budget 
ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, and for the duration of the Project 
Ordinance noted herein.      
 
SECTION 1.  To amend the General Fund within the FY 2025-26 Budget Ordinance, the 
expenditures shall be amended as follows:  
 

 
To provide funding for the above, the General Fund revenues will be amended as follows:  
   

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Culture & Recreation  9,777 - 

Public Safety 1,000 - 

TOTAL 10,777 - 
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FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Sales and Services 9,477 - 

Miscellaneous 1,300 - 

                                        TOTAL 10,777 - 

 
SECTION 2.  Copies of the budget revision shall be furnished to the Clerk of the Governing 
Board, and to the City Manager (Budget Officer) and the Finance Officer for their direction. 

 
IX. Items Removed from Consent Agenda – None  
 
X. Informational Item 

 
XI.  New Business 
 

A. Public Hearings  
 

1. Approved a Voluntary Non-Contiguous Annexation of Property Owned by 
Piedmont Companies, Inc. located at 4643 16th Street Drive NE, Hickory, 
containing a total of 25.405 acres, identified as PIN 3725-13-12-5538 and a portion 
of 3725-17-02-9271 – Presented by Planning Director Brian Frazier.  

 
The properties are currently in agricultural use and located within the City’s Extra 
Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ). The property is zoned R-1, which permits residential 
development at two dwelling units per acre. Given its size, a property division could 
create 50 building lots. The owners intend to construct a conservation subdivision 
with a total of 50 building lots.  The owner of the property is requesting annexation 
to gain access to City utilities. All surrounding properties are zoned R-1 Residential 
and are occupied by residences or agricultural uses.  The current tax value of the 
property is $475,429. If annexed, the vacant property would generate $2,247 in 
additional tax revenues. Upon analysis, staff determined the petition meets the 
statutory requirements for voluntary non-contiguous annexation, and adequate 
public services are available. Staff recommend approval of the requested 
annexation. 

 
Notice of the public hearing was advertised in a newspaper having general 
circulation in the Hickory area on September 6, 2025.  

 
 City Manager Warren Wood asked Planning Director Brian Frazier to the podium 

to present Council with a Voluntary Non-Contiguous Annexation of property owned 
by Piedmont Companies, Inc., located at 4643 16th Street Drive NE, Hickory, 
containing a total of 25.405 acres.   

 
 Planning Director Brian Frazier gave a PowerPoint presentation, he advised as 

City Manager Warren Wood indicated, this was Piedmont Companies Inc. asking 
for an annexation. It was a little over 25 acres. It would be Alderwoman Williams’ 
Ward. The current zoning was R-1.  The current development was basically vacant 
agricultural property. The proposed use would be a 50-unit lot subdivision, single 
family detached.  He referred to the PowerPoint and displayed a map.  He pointed 
out Lake Hickory, the outlined parcel, the Hickory extra territorial jurisdiction (ETJ), 
the property in question, and City limits.  He noted that it was not quite totally 
contiguous.  He pointed out the intersection located at Sandy Ridge Baptist 
Church, the new Bear Park Townhome Development, at the intersection of Kool 
Park Road, Cloninger Mill Road and Sandy Ridge Road. He advised it was located 
north, past Snow Creek Road.  He believed there would be four lakefront lots as 
well as the other 46 lots. They could see the area located in the County, and City 
of Hickory, various zoning.  He pointed out the R-1, R-2, and planned development 
areas.  He advised this would be in an R-1 zoning district. It was a proposed 
conservation subdivision. They have a greater density of units than a regular R-1, 
but they also have to conserve a minimum of open space which the developers 
had agreed to. That was one of the benefits. He referred to the PowerPoint map 
and pointed out the property in question, Olde Mill Landing, the Forest Creek 
Estates, Sandy Ridge Baptist Church at the intersection, the river, and the property 
in question to be developed.  He displayed an enlarged map of the property in 
question and its access point.  The voluntary annexation complied with all 
applicable annexation statutes for North Carolina General Statutes.  Staff believed 
adequate public services were available in sufficient quantities to serve the new 
50 lot subdivision, and the annexation of the property would not cause public 
services to fall below acceptable levels. This was reviewed by all department 
heads. Based on these findings, staff respectfully recommended approval of the 
requested annexation.  He asked if there were any questions.   

 
 Mayor Guess asked for any questions for Mr. Frazier.  
 
 Alderwoman Williams asked what the geographic size of the lot at this point was.  
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Mr. Frazier advised the total property was approximately 25 and a half acres. The 
lots were probably going to end up being less than a quarter acre. The developer 
was present tonight if they have any questions for him. But he was pretty sure that 
the four lake lots would be larger.   
 
Alderwoman Williams commented they were talking about a little under, a quarter 
acre for each.   
 
Mr. Frazier advised it was going to be about a quarter acre or a little bit less for 
most of the lots. Then there were the larger lots on the lake.  
 
Alderwoman Williams asked what type of housing.  It was single, but square 
footage would be about.  
 
Mr. Frazier advised that that would be a question for the developer that was 
present from Piedmont Companies, Mr. Guy Long. 
 
Alderman Wood asked if the City had worked with Piedmont Companies before.  
 
Mr. Frazier confirmed they had.  
 
Alderman Wood asked if he could give him an example of a subdivision that they 
had built here.   
 
Mr. Frazier advised Southeast Hickory on Startown Road across from the Trivium 
Corporate Park, right now there was Trivium One and Trivium Two, that they had 
worked successfully in cooperation with Guy Long and his team, and they 
continued to build houses there. And from what he understood that soon there was 
a strong possibility there would be a name change beyond Trivium One and 
Trivium Two. Apparently, it was driving the letter carriers crazy and was not real 
great for marketing purposes. That would be changed. They have had a good 
relationship with them now, he thought for over two years.  
 
Alderman Wood commented excellent. That means a lot. He thanked Mr. Frazier.   
 
Alderwoman Patton asked about the price point.  
 
Mr. Frazier advised that it would be a question for Mr. Long as well.   
 
Mayor Guess asked if there were any other questions for Mr. Frazier.  He thanked 
Mr. Frazier.  He explained the rules for conducting the public hearing.  He declared 
the public hearing open and asked if there was anyone present to speak in   
opposition to the proposal.  No one appeared.  Mayor Guess asked if there was 
anyone present to speak in favor of the proposal.   
 
PROPONENT 
 
Mr. Guy Long with Piedmont Companies advised their office was at 630 Clark 
Street in Lincolnton, and he could answer any questions. They were the 
developers of the land.  Lennar Homes would be buying the property from them 
when they develop the lots.  The same as they did in Trivium for Century Homes, 
they were the land developers, and they decide on the homes, and they work with 
them on that.  They had told him the homes would be between 2,200 – 2,500 
square feet each, and the price point would be probably in the mid-$400,000 range, 
maybe a little bit less than that.  Plus, the four lake lots were an acre and a half 
each, and they would be developed for larger homes. They did not know exactly 
what they would do there.  They were developing the other lots for them to build, 
and the lake lots, they would do what they wanted to do there.   
 
Mayor Guess asked for any other questions.  He declared the public hearing 
closed and asked for a motion.   
 

 Alderwoman Patton moved, seconded by Alderman Zagaroli approval of the 
voluntary non-contiguous annexation of the property located at 4643 16th Street 
Drive NE, Hickory.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
ANNEXATION ORDINANCE NO. 518 

VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION ORDINANCE (NON-CONTIGUOUS) 
PIEDMONT COMPANIES, INC. 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE 

CITY OF HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA, PURSUANT TO 
GENERAL STATUTES 160A-58.1, AS AMENDED (NON-CONTIGUOUS) 
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WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hickory desires to annex the area 
described herein, under G.S. 160A-58.1, as amended; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has by resolution directed the City Clerk to investigate 
the sufficiency of said annexation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Clerk has certified to the sufficiency of said request, and a 
public hearing on the question of this annexation was held in the Council Chamber 
of the Julian G. Whitener Municipal Building, located at 76 North Center Street, 
Hickory, North Carolina, at 6:00 p.m. on the 16th day of September 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hickory further finds that the area 
described therein meets the standards of G.S. 160A-58.1(b), to wit: 
 

   a. The nearest point on the proposed satellite corporate limits is not more 
than three miles from the corporate limits of the City of Hickory. 

 
   b. No point on the proposed satellite corporate limits is closer to another city 

than to the City of Hickory. 
 

   c. The areas described are so situated that the City will be able to provide 
services on the same basis within the proposed satellite corporate limits 
that it provides within the primary corporate limits. 

 
   d. No subdivision, as defined in G.S. 160A-376, will be fragmented by this 

proposed annexation. 
 

   e. The area within the proposed satellite corporate limits, when added to the 
area within all other satellite corporate limits, will not exceed ten percent 
(10%) of the area within the primary corporate limits of the City of Hickory. 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hickory does hereby find as a fact that 
said petition has been signed by all the owners of real property in the area who are 
required by law to sign and all other requirements of G.S. 160A-58.1, as amended, 
have been complied with; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that the annexation is otherwise valid, 
and that the public health, safety and welfare of the City of Hickory and of the areas 
proposed for annexation will be best served by annexing the area herein 
described. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA: 
 

 Section 1.  By virtue of the authority granted by G.S. 160A-58.2, as amended, the 
following-described non-contiguous territory is hereby annexed and made a part 
of the City of Hickory as of the 30th day of September 2025:  
 

Satellite Annexation 
by the City of Hickory 

of the property known as the 
Piedmont Companies Inc. Property 

 
That certain parcel or tract of land lying and being about 5.25 miles north northeast 
of the center of the City of Hickory. Bounded on the north by lake Hickory and the 
lands of Dianne M. Huffman as described in Deed Book 1282 at Page 908; on the 
east by the lands of the following: Kevin Biggs as described in Deed Book 3563 at 
Page 1583 and Lot #8 as shown in Plat Book 79 at Page 135, a private 25’ right-
of-way as shown in Plat 8 at Page 70, Stephen Banks as described in Deed Book 
1045 at Page 124 and the 60’ right-of-way of 16th Street Drive NE (S.R. 1401); on 
the south by the lands of Kelly I. Hendrick , Lot #12-B, as shown in Plat Book 90 
at Page 200; on the west by the lands of MTK, LLC, Lot #11, as shown in Plat 
Book 79 at Page 135 and more particularly described as follows, to wit. 
 
Beginning at a point in the center of the 60’ right-of-way of 16th Street Drive NE 
(S.R. 1401) and in the existing City of Hickory city limits as shown in Plat Book 81 
at Page 117 and running thence, as new City of Hickory city limit lines the following 
calls: North 79 degrees 58 minutes 26 seconds West, passing the west right-of-
way of 16th Street Drive NE (S.R. 1401) at 30.86’, a total distance of 34.63 feet to 
a ½” rebar; thence, continuing the same bearing, 720.76 feet to a ½” rebar in the 
east line of the MTK, LLC lands, Lot #11, as shown in Plat Book 79 at Page 135; 
thence, with the east line of MTK,LLC the following calls: North 07 degrees 58 
minutes 42 seconds East, passing a ½” rebar at 27.05 feet, a total distance of 
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137.00 feet to a ½” rebar; thence North 19 degrees 55 minutes 20 seconds West, 
passing ½” rebars at 118.25’, 418.28’, 660.43’ and 780.50’, a total distance of 
1065.02 feet to ½” rebar; thence North 19 degrees 34 minutes 16 seconds West 
98.52 feet to a point on the 935 contour line of Lake Hickory; thence, running with 
the 935 contour line the following calls: South 85 degrees 28 minutes 49 seconds 
East 42.29 feet to a point; thence North 82 degrees 20 minutes 34 seconds East 
28.97 feet to a point; thence North 47 degrees 40 minutes 36 seconds East 16.64 
feet to a point; thence North 85 degrees 19 minutes 34 seconds East 26.63 feet to 
a point; thence North 69 degrees 11 minutes 24 seconds east 16.96 feet to a point; 
thence North 37 degrees 50 minutes 09 seconds East 12.72 feet to a point; thence 
North 71 degrees 42 minutes 05 seconds East 34.42 feet to a point; thence South 
79 degrees 55 minutes 47 seconds East 25.67 feet to a point; thence North 89 
degrees 01 minutes 07 seconds East 37.49 feet to a point; thence South 86 
degrees 16 minutes 32 seconds East 48.93 feet to a point; thence North 78 
degrees 09 minutes 05 seconds East 35.55 feet to a point; thence North 75 
degrees 14 minutes 06 seconds East 27.77 feet to a point; thence North 71 
degrees 00 minutes 19 seconds East 54.76 feet to a point; thence North 77 
degrees 15 minutes 46 seconds East 62.47 feet to a point; thence North 85 
degrees 45 minutes 28 seconds East 16.55 feet to a point; thence North 16 
degrees 16 minutes 05 seconds East 14.55 feet to a point, the northwest corner of 
the Dianne M. Huffman lands as described in Deed Book 1282 at Page 908; 
thence, leaving the 935 contour line of Lake Hickory and with the west line of 
Huffman, South 22 degrees 55 minutes 24 seconds East, passing a 1” pipe at 
3.23’, a total distance of 431.50 feet to a 1” pipe at the base of a power pole, the 
southwest corner of Huffman; thence, with Huffman’s south line, North 87 degrees 
01 minutes 31 seconds East 394.14 feet to a ¾” pipe, the northwest corner of the 
Kevin Biggs lands as described in Deed Book 3563 at Page 1583; thence, with the 
west line of Biggs, South 20 degrees 47 minutes 15 seconds East 126.46 feet to 
a ¾” pipe bent in the north line of the Kevin Biggs lands Lot #8 as shown in Plat 
Book 79 at Page 135; thence, with the north line of Biggs, South 76 degrees 48 
minutes 17 seconds West 85.00 feet to a ½” rebar, the northwest corner of Biggs; 
thence, with the west line of Biggs, South 37 degrees 48 minutes 55 seconds East 
114.84 feet to a ½” rebar, the southwest corner of Biggs; thence, with the south 
line of Biggs, North 75 degrees 00 minutes 04 seconds East 199.99 feet to a ½” 
rod in the west right-of-way of the private 25’ right-of-way as shown in Plat 8 at 
Page 70; thence, with the west side of said right-of-way, South 22 degrees 28 
minutes 55 seconds East 200.00 feet to a ½” rebar on said right-of-way and the 
northeast corner of the Stephen Banks lands as described in Deed Book 1045 at 
Page 124; thence, with the north line of Banks, South 67 degrees 39 minutes 10 
seconds West 150.34 feet to an angle iron at a fence post, the northwest corner of 
Banks; thence, with the west line of Banks, South 22 degrees 22 minutes 08 
seconds East 287.01 feet to a point in the center of the 60’ right-of-way of 16th 
Street Drive NE (S.R. 1401); thence, with the center of 16th Street Drive NE (S.R. 
1401) the following calls: South 45 degrees 23 minutes 01 seconds West 52.04 
feet to a mag nail paved over; thence South 25 degrees 27 minutes 36 seconds 
West 96.51 feet to a mag nail paved over; thence South 21 degrees 03 minutes 
15 seconds West 43.20 feet to a point; thence, leaving the new City of Hickory city 
limits and continuing as existing City of Hickory city limits as shown in Plat Book 
81 at Page 117, continuing the same bearing 161.90 feet to a point; thence South 
20 degrees 11 minutes 19 seconds West 77.61 feet to the point of beginning. 
Containing 25.405 acres more or less. 

 
 This description drawn from a plat by Darrin L. Reid, P.L.S. L-3765, titled “Satellite 

Annexation by the City of Hickory known as the Piedmont Companies, Inc. (Lot 
12-A Plat Book 90 Page 200)” and dated August 11, 2025.  

 
 Section 2.  Upon and after the 30th day of September 2025, the above-described 

territory and its citizens and property shall be subject to all debts, laws, ordinances, 
and regulations in force in the City of Hickory and shall be entitled to the same 
privileges and benefits as other parts of the City of Hickory.  Said territory shall be 
subject to municipal taxes according to G.S. 160A-58.10, as amended.  

 
 Section 3.  The newly-annexed territory described herein shall become part of 

Ward No. 2 of the City of Hickory. 
 
 Section 4.  The Mayor of the City of Hickory shall cause to be recorded in the Office 

of the Register of Deeds of Catawba County, and in the Office of the Secretary of 
State at Raleigh, North Carolina, an accurate map of the annexed territory, 
described in Section 1 hereof, together with duly certified copy of this Ordinance.  
Such a map shall also be delivered to the County Board of Elections, as required 
by G.S. 163-288.1. 

 
2. Approved the Preliminary Assessment Roll for Petition #24-02 for Curb and Gutter 

Constructed at 290 16th Street Place SE (PIN 3712-06-48-0633) and (PINS 3712-
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06-48-0898 and 3712-06-48-0439) – Presented by Caroline Kone, PE 
Transportation & Engineering Manager, City Engineer. 
 
The City Clerk received petition number 24-02 from the owners of property along 
16th Street Place SE to install curb and gutter along a portion of their street as per 
Section 29-2 of the Hickory Code of Ordinances.  The petition was a single-party 
petition.  The City Council adopted a Resolution Directing that Street Improvement 
Project Be Undertaken.  Construction of the curb and gutter was completed on 
February 4, 2025, and the driveway was completed July 25, 2025.  The preliminary 
assessment roll number 24-02 has been prepared based on the curb and gutter 
constructed.  The City Clerk certified that she mailed a copy of the adopted 
Preliminary Resolution, which called for a public hearing, to all affected property 
owners.  Staff recommend approval of the Resolution confirming the assessment 
roll.   
 
Notice of the public hearing was advertised in a newspaper having general 
circulation in the Hickory area on September 6, 2025.  
 
City Manager Warren Wood asked Caroline Kone, PE Transportation & 
Engineering Manager, City Engineer to the podium to present Council with the 
preliminary assessment roll for petition number 24-02 for curb and gutter 
constructed at 290 16th Street Place SE.   
 
PE Transportation & Engineering Manager, City Engineer, Caroline Kone, gave a 
PowerPoint presentation.  She discussed the curb and gutter petition for 290 16th 
Street Place SE. It was located right off of Tate Boulevard and behind Custom 
Coatings near 15th Street SE. Construction began on the curb and gutter on 
January 13, 2025. They finished the driveway apron on July 25, 2025. They had 
to separate it because they were still doing construction on site and did not want 
to pour the driveway and have them destroy it.  The total length of the curb and 
gutter was 175 feet, and the driveway apron was 23 feet.  Per the fee schedule, 
they billed them $9,625. She displayed photos on the PowerPoint of what it looked 
like.  Originally, there was no curb and gutter on the road. They could see that their 
public works staff did a great job of constructing this.  They worked closely with the 
developers to make sure that everything went smoothly.  She asked that Council 
approve the assessment roll.  She asked Council if they had questions.   
 
Mayor Guess asked if there were any questions for Ms. Kone.  He thanked Ms. 
Kone.  He declared the public hearing open and asked if there was anyone present 
to speak in opposition to the proposal. No one appeared.  Mayor Guess asked if 
there was anyone present to speak in favor of the proposal.  No one appeared.  
Mayor Guess closed the public hearing.   
 

 Alderman Freeman moved, seconded by Alderwoman Patton approval of the 
preliminary assessment roll for petition number 24-02 for curb and gutter at 290 
16th Street Place SE, Hickory.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-49 

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING AND LEVYING ASSESSMENT 
STREET IMPROVEMENTS ON A 

PORTION OF 290 16TH STREET PLACE SE, HICKORY 
NO. 24-02 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hickory has on this day held a public 
hearing, after due notice as required by law, on the Assessment Roll for the street 
improvements on a portion of 290 16th Street Place SE, Hickory; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has heard all those persons present who requested 
to be heard and has found the Assessment Roll to be proper and correct. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF HICKORY, THAT: 
 
1. The Assessment Roll for the improvement of a portion of 290 16th Street 

Place SE, Hickory is hereby confirmed in accordance with Chapter 160A, 
Section 228, of the General Statutes of North Carolina. 

 
2. The City Council of the City of Hickory, pursuant to authority conferred by 

Chapter 160A, Section 216, of the General Statutes of North Carolina, and 
following sections, does hereby levy assessments as contained in the said 
Assessment Roll. 

 
3. The City Clerk is hereby directed to deliver to the Collector of Revenue the 

said Assessment Roll. 
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4. Assessments may be paid without interest at any time before expiration of 

30 days from the date this notice is published. 
 
5. The Collector of Revenue is hereby charged with the collection of the said 

assessments that are not paid within this time, in accordance with the 
procedure established by Chapter 160A, Sections 232 and 233 of the 
General Statutes of North Carolina. 

 
6. The City Clerk is hereby further directed to publish once on the 7th day of 

October 2025.   
 

B. Departmental Report 
 

1. Appointments to Boards and Commissions  
 

    BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 

At-Large (Council Appoints)                                                                                        VACANT 
 
Alderwoman Patton nominated Gina Shell as an At-Large Representative on the 
Business Development Committee.   

 
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) Appointed by City Council 
At-Large (Council Appoints)                                                                                           VACANT  
 
COMMUNITY APPEARANCE COMMISSION 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
Ward 5 (Zagaroli Appoints)                                                                                         VACANT 
At-Large (Outside City but within HRPA) (Council Appoints)                       VACANT 
At-Large (Council Appoints)                                                                                            VACANT 
 
Alderman Zagaroli nominated Ryan Young as Ward 5 Representative on the 
Community Appearance Commission.  

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
African American (Council Appoints)                                                                      VACANT 
Caucasian (Council Appoints)                                                                                       VACANT 
Other Minority (Council Appoints)                                                                             VACANT 
Other Minority (Council Appoints)                                                                           VACANT 
Other Minority (Council Appoints)                                                                           VACANT    

HICKORY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
(Term Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms with Unlimited Appointments) (Appointed 
by City Council) 
Burke County Representative (Mayor Appoints with Recommendation from 
Burke County)                                                                                                                        VACANT 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
Historic Properties Owner (Council Appoints)                                                        VACANT  
Historic Properties Owner (Council Appoints)                                                        VACANT  
 
PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
At-Large (Mayor Appoints)                                                                                          VACANT  
 
RECYCLING ADVISORY BOARD 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
Ward 6 (Patton Appoints)                                                                                              VACANT 
At-Large (Council Appoints)                                                                                           VACANT  
At-Large (Council Appoints)                                                                                            VACANT 
 

   YOUTH COUNCIL 
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 1-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 

Youth Council Applicant Review Committee Recommends the Following 
Appointments: 
 
Homeschool Representative                                                                                     VACANT 
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 Mayor Guess moved seconded by Alderman Seaver approval of the above 
nominations.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
C. Presentation of Petitions and Requests   

 
XII.  Matters Not on Agenda (requires majority vote of Council to consider) 
 
XIII.    General Comments by Members of Council, City Manager or City Attorney of a Non-Business 

Nature  
 
 Alderwoman Patton thanked Assistant City Manager Yaidee Fox and Public Services.  She 

received a call last Thursday about some wood that had been near Falling Creek Road and had 
not been picked up that they had left.  By Saturday at dinner time, the fellow that had called her 
was so happy it had been picked up. She thanked her for taking care of that and also Public 
Services.  They did a great job.  

 
 Alderwoman Williams thanked the City of Hickory staff, and everybody involved in Patriot's Day 

911.  It was really a moving and wonderful ceremony. They had community members who spoke, 
Hal Rowe, and of course the police and fire department too.  She thanked them.  She congratulated 
Mayor Guess  on the birth of his second grandchild.   

 
 Mayor Guess joked that they did not have pictures on the screen. He could not believe that.  He 

advised that last Monday, Stetson Colt was born.  He had pictures if anybody wanted to see them 
later. He understood.  He also thanked the NAACP.  Many of them knew, some of them attended 
the forum they had last night for the Ward 5 Council seat and also to the League of Women Voters 
for the future forum that they were preparing in October.  He wanted to take a minute to recognize 
both of those groups, and they appreciated them, what they do, and for getting the candidates an 
opportunity and the public an opportunity to hear from the candidates. Thank you for that to both of 
those groups. 

 
 Alderman Freeman advised he was tag teaming again with Todder Clark, the Facilities and 

Program Supervisor at Ridgeview Recreational Center. On September 27th, they were having 
another community engagement that was called Family and Friends and Fun Day located at the 
Samuel William Davis Senior Multi-Purpose Field. They did this a couple of months ago with the 
softball tournament and that was really successful.  He had a lot of kids, and some older adults 
came and said they could not run and swing like everybody else. Now they were trying to put 
together where families could come together. They would have games such as tug of war, spoon 
egg relay, balloon pop, and a three-legged race. He would love to see them in that and the potato 
sack race and others. There would be free fish, free hot dogs, free hamburgers.  Once again, that 
was September 27th from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.   He had been around to various churches for the 
last couple of weeks. There were some churches that he did not get a chance to get to, 
unfortunately, because he was in a car wreck. But he was back on his feet, so they may see him 
this coming Sunday as well. 

 
 Mayor Guess commented that he was interested when he said the three-legged race, but when he 

said the fish, that did it right there.  
 
 Alderman Seaver also thanked the Parks and Recreation Department for a great Kid Fest at 

Kiwanis Park. It was packed, lots of fun, lots of kids, lots of food, desserts.  They had the whole 
shelter full of people playing bingo to win desserts. Great time.  The weather was good.  

 
 Alderman Wood commented on the Hickory Police Department accreditation.  When that 

happened, he thought they were getting a lot of visitors to Hickory that wanted to see what they 
were doing in terms of revitalization and how that worked. They were setting an example in that 
regard. He thought that Hickory Police Department was doing the same.  He thought that they were 
going to see other municipalities come and ask them what they were doing, how they were doing 
it, and he was just very proud to be affiliated. He asked Captain Demas to please take that back 
and he thanked them for everything that they did. He knew that he spoke about this last time, but 
he wanted to continue to connect the dots on this because it was an important subject and 
something that people talked a lot about was the affordable housing, housing affordability, and the 
annexation that they did tonight. It was mentioned that the prices were going to be at the mid-
$400s, and that was not what a lot of them consider affordable. But it did help affordable housing 
because that price point gives the people that were ready to move from starter homes accessibility 
to that level of housing, which frees up the starter homes. There was an impact on all price points, 
lower price points, other than the $450s. He hated to keep on harping on that, but he thought that 
it was important that they understood how all of this works and that it was having an impact on the 
lower price points. 

 
 Mayor Guess agreed 100 percent.   
 
XIV. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.     
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     _______________________________________ 
     Mayor 
 
 

_____________________________________   
 City Clerk  


